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ADVERTISEMENT. 



With the exception of the opening paragraph, 
and a few brief sentences besides^ the following 
sheets were written, about three months ago, 
chiefly for the information of some friends, in 
whose hands they were placed. The author 
was first led to the determination of publishing 
them by the recent appearance of a pamphlet 
entitled, " Observations on the Claims of the 
' West-India Colonists to a Protecting Duty on 
East-India Sugar." That pamphlet, indeed, 
he will be frank enough to confess, he did not 
consider as requiring a reply, because it has 
conveniently furnished its own refutation. 
But the aims and intentions which it devehpes, 
on the part of those whose cause it advocates, 
and whose means of giving effect to their wishes, 
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experience has shown to be very formidahUt 
appeared to him to be so injurious in their ten- 
dency, that he felt it to be his duty to attempt 
to enlighten the public respecting the real 
merits of the question at issue. How far he 
has succeeded in his ol^ect, he must leave it 
to Am readers to decide. 

Londoo, Jimuary 29, 1823. 
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EAST AND WEST INDIA SUGAR, 



During the last session of parliament, much 
discussion arose respecting the propriety of con- 
iinuiog the duty of lOs. per cwt. which, about 
eight years ago, had been granted as a protec- 
tion for the sugars of the West Indies, against 
those of the £ast. As the subject is to undergo 
a full investigation in the approaching session, it 
may be convenient to collect together the various 
arguments which have been advanced by West 
Indians in favour of this duty,and to consider their 
validity. For, as the West Indians require that 
other parties should be subjected to injurious 
restrictions for their benefit, it is surely incumbent 
on them to prove that their claim is well found- 
ed. They have attempted to do so ; wfaethw 
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tsfully or not it is my present object to ascer- 
tain. They have put upon record, indeed, no 
regular defence of this claim; but I have endea- 
voured to bring together all the scattered pleas in 
its favour, which were advanced either by their ad- 
vocates in parliament, or in the course of the news^ 
paper coptroverey whiqh the qi^tip{p.<ej|ipitedi In 
doing this, I have been anxious to omit no argu- 
ment on vrhicb they themselves seemed to lay the 
smalleststress,«nd,at the same time, to place every 
part of their case in the strongest point of view. 

Some of the ailments advanced by the West 
Indians, against the removal of the protecting 
duty, seem only to require to be stated, in order 
to show their fallacy. Of this class are the fol- 
lowing :■ 

1st. The shipping interests of this country wiU 
suffer severely by asiy measure which shall ' 
destroy, or mat&ricdly diminish, the Sugar- 
Trade of the West Indies. That Trade is 
one of our great nurseries of seamen, from 
which, in lime of war, we draw the ready 
means of manning our navy. What a blow 
urill be given to our m£rcantile marine, 
and even to our navcd power, if this Trade ' 
should be annihilated I ! 

2d. The reomue raised on West-Indian Sugar 
a/nwutits to the sum of nearly fowr foiUioiu. 
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Catttfk countiy'bmr tbe pressure tfihidk nnat 
JoHow the ktss of this productive source o/" 
^att&nOl iticotae, or ^ven its reduction in tmy 
material degree ? 

3d. The persons eiAptoyed in the different laboara 
and processes eomtected with the West'Tnditm 
Sugar-Trade toouM suffer severely Jrom the 
change ; whilst the large sums which have 
bem expended in the erection of docks and 
warehouses in London and elsewhere, would 
all, ot nearlt/ all, he lost to the country. 

To these statemehta it is sufficient to Kply, 
that enther svgeit is to be obtained on equal or 
cheaper terms from the Bast Indies or it is not. 
If it U not, then neither the West-Indian sagar- 
trade, nor the Tafious interests connecAed with 
it, will be affet^ed by the removal of the protect- 
itlg doty. If sugar, however, may be procured 
oh equalor on cheaper terms from the East Indies 
Aian from the West, it is obvious that, whatever 
qwanthy is biY>Dght from the former, itwill require, 
from the greater length of the Toyage, many more 
tons of shipping; and'many more seamen to trans- 
port it The same quantity of sugarwill produce 
the same amount of revenue from whatever quar- 
ter it comes. It will, also, give employment to 
the same uamber of labourers, and the same ex- 
tMt of Aock' and warehouse room, as an eqnal 
b2 
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quantity brought (rota the West lodiea. Nay, if 
it be true, as the West Indians ai^ue, that sugar 
may be ifhported at a much cheaper rate from the 
East than from the West Indies, then, as the 
consumption of it would, in that case, inerilably 
increase, the different branches of natiotial indus- 
try, Which hare been represented as exposed to 
ruin bythe removal of the proteclingdoty, trbuld, 
on the contrary, be materially benefited by the 
tb^sdre, Whilst the revenue, also, would be pro- 
pbrtioiiably imprbved. 

' With re^p^t to the reranue, indeed, it might 
lie shown, that, instead of gaining by the'present 
system, It is' subjected to considerable loss, in 
consequence of the' preference given to West- 
Indian sugar by the legislature. 

If, as the West Indians allege, the additional 
duly of lOs. a cwt. is insufficient to protect Uieir 
sugars from the eompetition of British India, tbeA 
it is obvious that, on tfae IdO.OOO tons of that arti- 
cle consumed in this country, from one million to 
a million and a half sterling more is directly paid 
out of the pockets of the British consumers tbaa 
would be paid if East- Indian sugars were freely 
admitted. A part of this sum, therefore, if not 
the whole, might, without detriment to the com- 
munity, be added -to the revenue. But, beside^ 
this, on every cwt. of sugar exported in a refined 
state, a bounty of 6s. 3d. per cWt is allowed, 
under the name of drawback, to«nable the W«s|; 
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IndiaDS to carry the surplus of their sugars to 
foreign markets. The drawback, that is to say, 
is so regulated as to amouDt to 33«. 3d, on each 
cwt. of Muscovado sugar that has been refined, 
although the duty paid upon it was only .27«. 
A further loss, therefore, of 6*. 3d. is incurred 
by the rerenue on erery cwt. of sugar exported in 
a refined state. ^ 

• The great argument, however, which has 
hitherto been relied upon to justify the 
protection granted to West-Indian ai^r^ 
has been this:— 2%* West Indies are.sub^ 
jected to the restrictions of the colonial sys~ 
tern, from which the East Indies are free : 
the protecting duty is no more than a fair and 
Just compensation for this disadvantage. 
This was the only argument which I caa dis- 
cover to have been employed by Mr. Vansittart, 
when, in November, 1813, he first proposed to 
parliament to impose this protecting duty; and 
it appears to have been that on which its advocates, 
at the time, exclusively relied. Even as late aa 
the session of 1821, it was stated by Lord Liver- 
pool, to a deputation of East-Indian merchants, 
that the ground on which he deemed it to be an 
act of justice to the West Indies to continue this 
protection was, that they were subject to restric- 
tions from which India was free. 

Now, I am far from denying that, previous to 
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the last s^sion of parliaraeot, there w^s cori' 
siderable weight io this ailment; and justice 
certainly would bave required, not, indeed, thai 
the protectiDg duty sbould be contiou^, butth^ 
in repealing it, there should be a repeal, at the 
same tiipe, of the restrictions under which th^ 
general coijimerce of the West Indies had been 
placed. In point of fact, however, these restric- 
tions ha?e been removed during the last session 
of parliament; but then they have been removed 
without the repeal, nay, without any diminution, 
hut rather with an extension of the protecting 
dpty, which had previop^ly been justified mainly, 
if not aolEiIy, on the ground of these restrictions. 

The West Intjiap^, ho^^T^> deny that all 
C^etri.ctions have been r^moyed. To tl^js it may 
be su^cie.nt to reply, th^t if any still remain 
which tend, in the slightest degree, to place the 
trade of tho West Ipdies under disadvantages 
from which other parts of His M^e^ty'^ domi- 
nions 9re exempt, the just and obvious course 
iroiuld be to remove the remaining restrictions, 
and not to inflict compensatory imposts on othe^ 
hi^nche^ of commerce. 

igut i^h^t are precisely the restrictionsi which 
continue to fetter the trade of the We^t Indies, 
as compared with that ojf the £qst Indies ? 

With respect to shipping, in the first place, Ihff 
advantage is on the side of the former. Vessels, 
hkViU; ij9 the West Indies are enlitled to all the 
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privil^es of Sritish Registry. Veqci^^ built ia, 
lodia are denied this privilege. 

A free .intercourse is uow admitted, not only in 
British sJiippJDg .(n^bicb term includes ^est-In- 
diaa shipping), bqt in the shippiog of the United 
Stfrtes, of the South-Aiperican Republics, of 
Brazil, and of the different foreign colonies, 
French Sp&pish, Dntch, Danish, and Swedish^ 
ib t^e West Indies, betwee^i our own West-Indian 
Colonies and the different fsreign possessions, to 
which the ships respectiFely belong. The .ships, 
thus freely trading, (nay import into our West 
- Indies ajiuoist all articles which can be brought 
thence with advantage ; and they may also 
export to those different foreign possessions, all 
wticles which are either of the growth of our 
Own colonies, or ha?e been previously imported 
into tbeui from any other q^uartet*. 

The ihteccourse is also free and unrestrainedi 
in British shipping, hetwe)»i the. West Indies ^nd 
our own North- American Colonies, and between 
colony ttod colody in the West Indies. Froin 
\\ai branch of trade, however, the East Indies 
are at present excluded. 

British-built ships, including, as has been re- 
marked; West-Iadjan shipping, may, tdso, trade; 
freely between the West Indies and ail parts of 
Europe and Africa, carrying thither colonial 
f>roducei and bringing thence all articles which 
Ao ml diret:t]y interfere with the staple manufac- 
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twee ofGretA BritcuD. 'Salted prorisioDssetiiii to 
fimntbe' single otber material excepdoa to <tb« 
fteedfim- of -import,' from these qaarters of the 
globe, vrbieh is aUowedto the West Indies. 
' In the ease of the £ast ladies^ tbis islKrcobr^ 
magr' tdce placf, andeir eertaio r^elationf^ aoi 
inf&itiilh ahips only, bat in ^ipe of all nationb-^ 
th&^od^ 'hoivever< wfaiclr foreign'sbip8<iin)iKH4j 
bernag'Si^ject: to> higher duties than i( they had 
b(^pi'brotlgfatdn£ritisb"1'e8aela' > << - .1 

The intercourse between the East ladies and 
@Rat' Brilain"is Pliable' taTe^trictioBS ob fldst- 
Inditin sbip^idg,' to ^bitib West-iodlaa sbippibg,' 
from 'its bein^ edtitied'to British registry, is &M 
Inible. But the 'rekrictions which operate TtiMt 
dlsbdvantsgeously dn tbe East-Indibn trade, apcf 
the l^gber d^idsiriiposed on tbeintvoductiaa of 
East-Indian produoe- into tfaisi couotryi WestH 
lodibn coffcB, for' example, p&ja an «kcisewltdy 
of- la: perlb. while Bast'Iodi^ <qoflee pa^i a 
duty of 1». 6d. per lb. But the lorerwbelmui^ 
disadvaQtage, under which East-Indian com- 
mbree laboars, is the protecting duty granted to 
Wcsb-Indian sugar of 10s. per cwt^—sngar being aa 
artiole which, it may be shown, is so essential 
tO'tfae growth and prosperity, nay, to the very 
mtuntehance of the trade between Great Britain 
and India, that if this heavy impost is couti- 
nocd, that trade must not only be prevented 
from increasing, but it must be greatly, cramped 
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aad dimiDtshed. And while our oomoitif^ vritb 
British lodia is necessarily narrowed hy these 
restrictions on the import of her raw produce^ 
we refnse lo admit a large proportion of her 
niaii»factiired goods to coDsuraption at allin this 
coontrj, and the ^^st only on paying a daty, 
which i% in fact, prohibitory, and which varies 
ftota£S7: 10s. to £97 : IO5. percent. advahroM 
Wb) atthe same lime, importour o4ni riral manual 
factures into India, at a low doty of only SSI-peit 
aent. ad-wioreoh ■ i 

Britisb manaftotores, I adnnt, mnst gO dhreoS 
frotnGnsat Bntaia to the West Indies; wfailaf 
into the East ladies, they may be iaaportedcir^ 
cuitously, paying, however, double duties wlvea 
imported in foreign, ships. But it is Hnpoeaibt^ 
to r^ard this dificrence as afibrding any adraui^ 
tage to India, British nraDafactures mnst, nei 
ceBsartiy, 'he supi^icd cheapest in British ahipd 
and by dir^ctcemntuDieatioD; there can, there* 
fore, be no temptation to adopt a foreign or a 
circuitous >coBveyance. There is, in fact, nb 
real nor intended benefit in the penniaBion to do 
so. It senns to be the fortnitons efiect of the 
peculiar circumstances of India, but it can hare 
no practical results in the way of comparative 
advantage to the trade of that country. British 
freights and British manufactures being cheaper 
than the freights or manufactures of any other 
country, it is no real hardship on the Wiet 
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Ittdians to jb« conSued to tbe*], nor is it of Uk 
stightest ben^to tiie Bast lodiaw t« be relieved 
from Ute rejjtrictioa. 

Oathe whole, it is cl«ar than do argument can 
b^'foetiAtd^D the comparatiTe advantages of the 
BaM-Ivdian system of coraaia-ce over that of our 
W^-Iattiati possessions for contioniag tbe pro- 
teoting dlitf on sugar. At the same time, if it 
oao'be tbovn that the West Iqdies are still sub* 
jeoM t» l>estrietioiMi which are alteiided with flujr 
disadvantage whatever, the proper cour^, as I 
have already observed,' is to ratnove tbeitit and 
to this course do Kast Indian would be diet>osed 
to-prgfek* tho-Mightest'obje^ion. 

Ani^faev argument employed by Ihe West io- 

' -diansjnsnpport of thmr dlaim is of this 

kindt—jl pr^erence; they say, hat been 

grtinted fat- a very great length of time to 

" Wie$t'Indtan sngm't: ihof posseait bif pre- 

acrip^oa, an exchtsive right te the supply of 

the-honte mcerket, tekick it would be VK^n^ 

■' io Asturb. 

It is troe that tbe sugars of on r own posses^ 

sicws have generally had a preference given to 

ttaena over foreign sugars, but not oter those of 

British India. The prefereHoe given to WeM- 

Indian ovei East-Indiaa st^rs datesonly from tbc 

year 1814^ land cannot tberefore be considered as 

fwmshiog any .very solid Jbnndation for this 
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obim of a preacriptiTC right. lo the ^ear 1787, 
liie duties ob sagarvtood i^us : tbiH>e wsm ebit^fi* 
able, OD West-Iod^D btiowii, l%>.4(i^,f>ef cwf.j 40: 
Wef^rl^dian white, iOs. per cwt. ; jor {^lafit-iediao 
migtr, of wbalever quality, jC37 ; 16 : 3 per c^nt, 
tfttpalorfin, being the duty to which all uueou- 
□lentted articles imported from lodi^ (sugar fa^io^ 
OMe (^ th^se) w^B liable. 3ut erea thea, flpp-t 
poeiog t^e ay^ragie ^icp of sugar to ha?e l^e^n 
49«. per: cwt {bis would have jaiSbrd«l lUtle pr^r 
t^tifiu to West-Indian augpiis, Jt i|^ouM..b{tv^ 
beev a duty of ooly 15s, lid. |ier cwt. on £la«tn 
lodiao sogers of all qualities. ^ , 

In 1791, West-Indian brown sugar became 
ohai^eable with a duty of 15s. per cwt. ; that ou 
West-Indian white being raised to Ms. &f.; the 
duty on East-Indian sugar continaing as before. 

In 1797, the duty on browo W^t-Iodian sugar 
was raised to 1 7s. Qd. and that oil white to 34^. 24. 
Gast-Iudian sugars of all qualities contiuued to be 
charged with the ^v^orem duty of jE37 : 16 : 3 
p«r cent, to which an addition was this year made 
of 2*. 6d. per cwt apparently with th^ view of 
making the duty to correspond to the rise in the 
duties on West-Indian sugars. 

. In 1803, a remarkable change of system took 
plac«» aod East-Indifui sugar, instead of being 
a),ade to pay as before an wi valorem duty, was 
subjected to a duty of 22$. per cwt. upon all qua* 
lUiee, whether btt)wn or white, At the sacpe 
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tJDie, tbeilatji on the brown sugar qf the West 
Indies was rased to 20j. per owt. and that on 
the white sugar of the West Indies was reduced-to 
308, 4d. per cwt. If aoy preference, tber^M-e, 
lyas thea intended by the legi^Iatnre to be given 
tf) the West-Indian sugars, it was one of a very 
iipimportant kind. In point of fact, the arrange^ 
tneot was probably fovourable to the qugars of 
India, these bein^ chiefly of the finer deseriptiotas. 
What mattes this arrangement the nior« remarit* 
ableis, that it was adopted with a clear percep- 
^on on tbe.part of the West Indians of its nature 
and bearings. A variety of ducnments may be 
adduced .to prove this,- but particularly a report 
^. the Assembly of Jamaica, drawp up about 
that time, in which tfae> danger to West-Indinn 
interests of admiltiog East-Indian sugars to home 
cowumption is exposed at great length and with 
((yident anxiety. (See Appendi^l A.) 

Bi|t what effect had the alarfns^ atifl remipin* 
stranc^ of the West Indiaos.of that day qq„!the 
Jlegi^latare! Did parliament then rccc^nise .this 
cl^im of theirs to the exclusive supply of the Bri- 
tish sngar-market? -ifar from it. On the con- 
ft»ry, in the year 1809, when the sng^r-dutiep 
eanK again ander the consideration of parliament, 
wjbat dnd parliament do? It imposed on West- 
Indiap .Wownsngar a duty of 30«. per cwt. ; on 
WestPrlJadian-wbite a duty of 36*. per cwt. ; and on 
East-Indian sugar of all qualities a duty of 339. 
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percwt.; an airangemeat, like the fifhbef, which 
was stiU, upon the whole, probably iofevou^'bt" 
JGast-Indian sngar. ' .' ' .< 

On the occasion of makit^ this arr&nglehienSi' 
considerable dtscuasion took place, not oti 1h4! 
propriety of granting to West-Indian sugar tf 
protecting duty against East-Indian sugar, (thi^ 
^e^med not to be made a question at that trme,) 
b»t on Hie propriety of admitting the 'sctgari 
of the !^ench islands, which Were' then ii( 
possession of Great Britain, to the home'inait' 
ket, Ob et]dal tertna'witfa the sugarb of 'aaf'dwH 
cdlonies. The principal adrocate for this i^tSfi 
sure fras Mr. 'MarryAt' tiis speech, oh th« ^^ 
casiOn iA' well-worthy of considenUloa. Uis gl^^ 
at ftill' lengtfi, Evidently under bis a^a KVisloti; 
ia th^ Appendix to'th^ fourteenth volntbe of CoV 
belt's J^rlramenlary Register, pagelxxviii. JHu-' 
tatis mutandisi it is the most abl^ arguihetit' '! 
hare s6eh in foTonr of ihe fVee ^dthissioli of Ef^st- 
Indian sngitrs to the home market Indeed, si> 
perfectly conclusive does it appear to be, ttb^ 
more espteialty as a refotatioo of that ' vary pl^ 
of prescription which we are now considmng^ 
that I shall insert nearly the whole of it, in. tfaei 
Appendix to the present pamphlet(B). And if the 
reader, in going over the speech, will only take 
the trouble to substitute British India for the«on- 
quered colonies of France, he will find the 
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speaker's argnrtiieftte' TtODderfillly BtKhgd>«n^ by 
the snbstitation. 

And certainly the condact of the' legii^^Uni 
iir other instances fully justified' the reasoning' of 
Wf. Marryal OD tftis occasion: 

No sooner waS DutcH Gaiana cota*qiiered- by 
His Majesty's arms, in 1796, and the island of 
Triniflad, in 1797, than the market of Great 
Britain was thrown open to their prod ace, on the 
smue- terms' on which the' produce of ohtowtj 
ciotoniCT was admitted. No oppositioa what- 
evier appears to have been made to this medswe 
on the part of the West Indians. 
■ In 1805, when the Diitch colonies in Guiana 
*ere-re^>ccnpied' fey'thi^ coontry, their prodlide 
was again 'fl-eely admitted on equal terms With 
thatof tUe BHtisli' islands, although thej'' w€fr^, 
iil'the fitrifctest ' sense of the word, J^«g7i colo- 
nies.' The same course was pnrsued" with"^ rtf-' 
spcct-to the conquered colonies' of Denchark. 

Now, if acldrmto the prescriplife right of 
exclusively' snpplyin^'Oreat Britain wftb sugars 
CDiild We preferi'ed at all, it could only be pre- 
ferred by our own old' colonies. But they'ap- 
p^r not to have even thougfit of'such a' right, . 
when the dangerous and ruinous rivalry of Dutch 
Gni^ntt and Trinidad commenced. Then was 
fbe'time fbr them* to have ai^edthisplea; And; 
had they ui^ed it with success, they wbnid un- 
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doubted^ liave pnetented inacb oftfae' diabiew' 
of which they have since so loudly QOMplttined'^ 
and they would have- saved: the Uve»' of Bfany 
thousands- of -hnmant TicHopfi, who faa'^ebeed' 
sacrificed in converting the swnmps of Guiiuift 
and' the forests of Trinidad into sugar-plairta- 
lions. 

Why was the right, for whieh they now een- 
tend, W8T«d onthat occasion ? Were, the Wieat 
Indians blind to the consequences of wavii^U? 
It is impossible to suppose it. Or was it becaose; 
the conquered colonies being cuItJTated by siBv«s, 
a fellow feeling and sympathy esisted betweeo 
the parties, which led -oar old colonists' to- 
forego their just claims to monopoly in favoar 
of their new associates, though tb^' are to be. 
made good against the- free labourers of' Britisb^ 
India? Oo what ground was it that tbey adi" ' 
mitted tbe sugars of Demerara and Berfaice, of 
Trinidad and St. Croix, to the home-martce^ 
but that they would now exclude from, it tbe 
sugars of Hiodostanp Is not- this a partiatity 
of the 9iost monstrous and unjustifiable de^ 
scription? - What then are the titles to this fu- 
dnlgence which Dutch Guiana, for example, had' 
-to prefer, and which haveproved so- efficacious in 
its favour, and which are not, at least, lequally pos^ 
sessed by British India? None, that I know oC 
can be pointed out which the latter does not'pos- 
sess in a still higher degree but this, that the sugar 
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ef the fotmet u cnltivaked by daw^ that of ^ 
latter by freanen. 

Xbe first ioBtance we meet with of the asaer- 
tioD of this claim of prescription, was in the case 
of the exclosion from the bome-market of the su- 
gars of the French cooqaered colooies ia 18Q&. 
But eveo theo no attempt was made to impose a 
similar restriction on thC' sugars of British India. 
West Indians explain this fact by allegiog that, 
while the East-India Company had the moaopo^ 
ly of the trade of Asia, they relied <hi the 
SDpioeneas of that body to pres^re th«n from 
being iqjared by the competition of £ast-Indiaa 
sugar ; and that on this acconnt, and this ac- 
cpuDt alone, they had not earliw demanded 
protection against it. Butiirhy did they not de- 
mand protection against Dutch Guiana and Spa- 
■ nish Trinidadi rivals which have proved more de> 
trimental to them than India was then likely to 
become, bat which were finally. installed in all the 
privile^s of British sugar colonies in the same 
session of pariiament, which imposed an almost 
prohibitory dnty on the sugars of British India? 

It ought to be observed, however, that tbi» 
attempt of the West Indians to explain their con- 
duct rests on no ground of authority, certainly 
not on any proceeding of the l^islature ; and it 
is contradicted by the Jamaica report already 
referred to. But evea if it were true that such 
was the view which iofluoiced the West-Indian 
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iMy, 'Ai» vould oott at all invaKdaAe tbe fact 
that, down to the year 1814, the sragwa bf 'tb« 
Wertifaidies were notprotectadi in the jQafk'elt of 
CisRBtBiitaiB,' agmostttKMe.of theBakt. 

-SMtfaeQ, atAedetedf dM j«ar fSIS, it iv 
Sieged,- tbelegislatupe took tbe whole of this sub- 
ject into-iU deliberate cotasiddrBttoti and arranged 
it«taia; fdetiogwhich wasint^oded to be permBneat. 
ObtbeiieQewal of the Eaet-Iadia Gou»pBDjr'»Char- 
tcsrinit^t ybar,. the trade \rilh HiAdotlan being 
tiitowvofien, it wan deeio^ ia> m^astre of stric$l 
jw^ceito'ttie-WeBt^diaiH ta'gm^d lifae«Q>e^iqaft' 

lagiinijito that anticlejaidatjr of IQs:ta>««t. wet 
^diobovti-wibak was'ohai^«bl^>oi W«8t<-Ii]dia» 

SO^fbii ■/ ■: :■ !• ■■■. r..,; , )-.;i : .. ■ ■ . •■-■■..) 

tiVnAaf ht..hat&idemtabiBhta.X^B a brief nv 
vcEtw af.tdibioircimiBtatiaeBinidto'nhiohl tbblphiu- 
tecting' Atty Hias-impo^edL '.i.n; mi-.' > < '...i^.>.>.",; 

iil'teact whichtht'ew o)»eB 4h'e) tradd of 'iliif^' 
dfiston was^paawd towards the close' of" the; 
saaBiDD o£ Id^^^lSlS." DuriDg-the leagtheaed'' 
disau&sibD6 tO'^which' tbat measure gave' birtfafi 
nailifiXvrbrd'^^ifMem ta bare been aaid^Ml- Ike 
sahjectiof£aa«.lBdiaDsu^F. 'fba'aet^waa fttloftui- 
ed'to'pBss Without auy cbeoge' in the relattte'- 
f<3otiag' eo mblefa. the sagiurs of>4be! Bmt aiaI'' 
\Vi8t lAdiBSi'tiad' been placed wUdOtLf 'Iifdecid, 
8<K far wBi Farliameot fron itben tappearin^ t« 
eateMainaa^idea of tbeie«elu8ivt'<-ri9bt'ofMt>ar' 
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owD Weet-Iiidia colonies to supply sogar for the 
bome-market, that, in May, 1813, while the 
East-Indja Bill was still pending, an act passed 
for admitting tbe sugars of Martinique, and 
some other islands, to couBumption iu Great 
Britaiu at an additional duty of ouly 5s. a cwt 
This measure was acceded to bythe West-Indian 
body generally. Mr. Marryat alone objected to it 
He proposed that these foreign sugars should be 
admitted on equal terms witb British plantatimi 
sugars, and strenuously supported that proposi- 
tion. 

It was not till the following session, that of 
1813-1814, that any change was made in the 
duties on £a8t-lndian sugar. A correspondence 
had passed privately on the subject betweea Mr. 
Charles Ellis, on the part of the West-Indian 
body, and the Chairman of the Committee 
of Liverpool Petitioners for opening the Trade 
to India; in which tbe latter consented to the 
imposition of an additional duty of 10s. a cwt. on 
East-Indian sugars. It does not appear how far 
either the Liverpool petitioners or the East- Indian 
merchants of London were consulted on this occa-^ 
siou. But, it is understood, tbat tbe only persems 
who took any active part in compromising the in- 
terests involved in this question, were themselves 
considerable growers of Weat-Indian sugar. In 
consequence of this compromise, a resolution was 
moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on^ 
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the 26th November, 1813, imposii^ a duty of 
10$. a cwt. CD Ee^t-Iadian sugar over and above 
wbat was payable on West-IndiaD sugar. Mr, 
Fawcett alone appears to have made the slightest 
objection to the measure. But the only repturt 
of hia speech which reached the public iras 
comprised in the following words : '* Mr. Faw- 
cett made some remarks, which were not heard." 
The only person besides who appears to have 
broken the general silence was Mr. Marryat. 
He is stated, in the newspapers of the day, to 
have said, among other things, that the West 
Indians were entitled to a decided preference, 
on tKCotmt of the restricHons under whieh they 
laboured, <md to which India was not svhject ; that 
the West Indians had been considc^ble losers 
daring the last twenty years, and there were few 
esttUes there which in that time had not been scM 
or given up to creditors; that the present was 
the only measure fitvourable to them which 
had yet been proposed ; and that he trusted it 
would not be broken in upon. 

The measure passed- both Houses without any 
farther discussion, and no notice whatever ap- 
pears to have beeo token of the subject out of 
Parliaraent. 

Scarcity had this additional duty been im-' 
posed (HI East-Indian sugar, when, in April, 1814^ 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, and 
Parliament adopted, without uiy disotission, a 
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resolution to admit to hoipe consumption the 
sugars of all the French colonies then in our 
possession, and of St. Eustalia, St. Martin, and 
Saba, at the same duties precisely which were 
payable on British plantation sugar. Thus, iu 
the same session, the sugars of foreign slare 
colonic were admitted to borne consumption on 
equal terms with our own, and the sugars grown 
by freemen in British India were loaded with im- 
post» intended to be prohibitory. 1 do not pre- 
tend to account for measures ko strangely capri- 
^oua and inconsistent. But is there not reason 
to apprehend that those whose counsels were 
alk>wed on this occasion .to influence the deci- 
9J0D8 of Government, were got entirely exempt 
from a certain sympathy with the growers (ff 
sugar by slave labour, and a corresponding dread 
of the competition of sugar the produce of free 
labour? 

But whether this suspicion be well or ill 
founded, it will hardly be alleged, afterthe above 
details are duly considered, that, in the proceed- 
ings adopted in 1813-1814, there was any such 
compact entered into as binds either the Parlia- 
ment or the people of England to confirm the 
protecting duty on Eaat-Indian sugar. On the 
coDtrary, the whole affair wears much the air of 
an unauthorized arrangement, which was suffered 
to pass into a law from mere ignorance or inad- 
vertence on the part of those who were cbieily 
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interestett in opposing it. In no case could such 
a transaction be pleaded in bar of the rights .of 
India and of Great Britain. Still less can it be 
available when the' only plea on which it even 
theo rested, the restrictive system of our colo- 
nies, has been obviated. 

But if it were conceded that a compact meant 
to be permanent was then entered into by which 
a protecting duty of 10s.' on East-Indian sugar 
was permanently secured to the West Indians, 
the compact should at least be held binding on 
both parties, and those in whose favour it had 
been made should be the last to violate it. It 
was, however, the West Indians by whom the 
arrangement was first sought to be disturbed. 
They demanded, and, it is rumoured, mean still 
to demand, an increase of this protecting duty ; 
and they have thus thrown the whole question 
open .for renewed deliberation and discussion. 

It is not, however, by any means deemed ne- 
cessary that the legislative arrangement of 1813- 
I8I4 should have been first disturbed by the 
West Indians, to justify an effort for its repeal. 
It is perfectly sufficient, in this and every similar 
case, to be in a capacity to show that an existing 
law is unjust in its provisions, and inJQrious in its 
tendency to the public-interest, in order to induce a 
revision of it. That such is the case with respect 
to the law which imposes a protecting duty of 
10s. on East-Indian sugars is what, 1 believe, may 
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be satisfectorily established ; and, if so, every 
principle of soand l^slatiOo vill call for its 
repeal. 

Bat before we qait this part of the subject, 
I would ai^ OD what ground it is that this claim 
of prescription is to be confined to the produce 
of the sugar-cane? Why has it not been ex- 
tended to cotton, to indigo, and to other articles, 
the growth of tropical climates ? The mischie- 
vous effects which would bare attended such an 
exteusiou of it are rendered indeed very plain 
and palpable in the cases of cotton and indigo. 
No one will deny that the most beneficial results 
hare been produced, to the interests of the com- 
mnuity at large, by freely admitting these ar- 
ticles, whether grown in the West or in the £a8t 
Indies, to an equal participation of the home 
market. It cannot be doubted that similar ad- 
vantages would arise from the free admission of 
£ast-Indian sugar. 

I shall make only one remark more uuder this 
head. Had there been the slightest weight in 
this plea of prescription, the slave-trade ought' 
not to have been abolished, nor ought the East- 
India Company's monopoly to have been taken 
away. The very Acts of Parliament which 
favour most strongly the claim of the West In- 
dians, are Acts of Parliament giviog encourage- 
ment to the slave-trade. 
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It 18 further alleged, that " Great Britain has 
encouraged the cultivation of st^ar in the 
West Indies ; that the faith qfParliament has 
been pkdgedfor their protection; that the at- 
tempt to deprive them of thfU protection is an 
attack on the vested rights of ff^est Indians; 
and that, therefore, on the simple ground qf 
jnsTiCE, th^ are entitled to the continuance 
of a protecting dut^ against East-Indtax 
sugars. 
But here it ought, ia the first place, to be 
distinctly specified for what part of the West 
Indies this imposing plea is advaoced? Is it in- 
tended to comprehend only the colonies we pos- 
sessed prior to the seven years' war, namely, 
Jamaica, the Bahamas, the Bermudas, Barba- 
does, Antigua, Montserrat, Nevis, St Kitts, and 
the Virgin Islands ? Or does it include Grenada, 
and the Grenadines, St. Vincent, aod Dominica, 
ceded tons in 1763? Or does it extend also to 
Trinidad, ceded in 1802, and to Tobago, which, 
after changing masters several times, was. finally 
ceded to ns in 1814 ? Again, does it comprehend 
Demerara, Esseqaibo, and Berbice, colonies 
which have been British only since 1814? Let 
us dt least know the precise limits of the claim, 
and the grounds on which it is founded. Does it 
rest on length of possession, or is it that slavery 
is so desirablean institution in itself, that, wherever 
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it exists, it is entitled to pecoliar favour and pro- 
tection ? At present, at least, no distioctioos are 
made, or even hiol«d at, by the claimants. The 
old colonies in the West Indies have fraternized 
with the new; they have entered into an alliance • 
for their common defence against the presump- 
tuous claims of every British possession which 
lies to the east of the Cape of Good Hope ; — for 
the common defence, as it would seem, (with one 
exception, which it is not easy to account for, that 
of the Mauritius,) of slave cultivation against free 
cultivation. Freuchraen and free men seem the 
only objects on which they exercise their right 
of exclosioD. Or is tbe Mauritius excluded 
from this (we will not call it anholy) league, as 
being a kind of. advanced post in the way to tb«t 
especial object of their hostility, British India P • 
>It may, however, be further asked, why this 
plea is con6ned to the sugar-planters?* Is notthis 
unfair to some of tbe members of their own 
alliance? The Bahamas, for example, cultivated 
only cotton. Had they not the same, rigbtto 
protection with Jamaica P And why should mora 
deference be paid to the qlaims of tbe sugar-, 
planters in all the islands, who form only about 
two-thirds of the whole proprietary, than to. 
Uioae of the growers of other tropical productionsf 

* G<^ee, tboHgli also loaded with a protecting duty, caa 
hjirdly, asyel.beaaid to be a staple production of Britidi India. 
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The dedsion of the qaestion id the case of cot- 
ton and indigo turned, it is manifest, not on the 
reality or groundldasness of any such absurd plea 
em is DoVr advanced, bnt on the general interests 
of the community; and on that ground most the 
present question also be decided. 
- But' " encouragEfment has been given to the 
caltivation of the West Indies." Without doubt 
it has. Encooragement was also given to the 
{^culture of England before its union with 
Scotland, and to the agriculture of Great Bri-' 
tain before its union vrith Ireland. But was that 
deemed a valid reason for making invidious dis- 
tin'ctioQS between the subjects of the same united* 
kuigdom ? On the contrary, has it not been the 
ju$t:aad enlightened policy of the legislature to 
approximate as rapidly as possible to an absolute 
iater-cominunity of commercial rights and privi- 
leges between every part of it P 

On the same ground, we presume, it was that 
the conquered and ceded sugar colonies, with the 
recent and occasional exceptim of French colo- 
nies, were so readily admitted to a free and equal 
participation of the British market. But on 
what principle is British India to be excluded 
from the operation of the same liberal policy ? 
She has been British much longer than one half 
of our West-Indian colonies: — Bengal, the great 
grower of sugar, has been British since 1765. 

When the West Indians speak so lately of 
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solemn coDipbctfl, of tbe fiiith of ParlkuaBent 
-being pledged to tbem, of tbe protection pro- 
mised to tbem, of the vested rights they have 
acquired to a monopoly of tbe sugar market, and 
of the JUSTICE which is dae to tbem, it is very 
di£Bcatt to affix any meaoing to tbe terms. In 
iact, they are but using up the Tery weapons 
which they wielded, for a time, bat too success- 
fully, in defence of the slave-trade, but which, I 
apprehend, are now too well appreciated to serve 
the same puipoaes of delusion. Tbe very terms 
c^ the former controversy (the result of whicfai 
nevertheless,- they afiect to praise, though it was 
•their own defeat) are now servilely copied. The 
very same Acts of Parliament will, doubtless 
be again conjured up in formidable array ; and« 
with slight alterations, the speeches and pam- 
phlets of the former period, drawn from the lum- 
ber rooms of their publishers, will again be put 
into requisition : on the topic now under consi- 
deration, they will be found particularly fruitful 
of fact and ai^ument 

But to return : when and where, I would ask, 
vras the faith of Parliament pledged, aud tbe 
kind of protection which they claim promised to 
them ? What are the vested rights of which they 
speak, and how have they been acquired, and 
where are their muniments deposited? Can 
they exhibit proof of a vested right to be paid 
by tbe people of this country, already groaning 
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' under their barrens, a millioD asd a hdf toore 
for thar SDgar than it is worth? Or, can they 
show a vested right to oblige the people of Great 
Britain to sustain, by that and other costly sacri- 
fices, in all its rigour and deformity, the system 
of colooiel bondage which pollutes the charac- 
ter, while it deteriorates the moral feelings of tke 
community ? 

Precisely the same plea, which we are here 
combating, might have been used with far more 
propriety and truth on a variety of occtuions on 
which, happily for Great Britain, it has been 
wholly disr^;arded and contemned. 

I have already alluded to the slave-trade. It had 
received the encoaragemeot of innnmerable Acts of 
Parliament ; nay, of many of the very same Acts to 
which we shall probably be now referred. It 
was considered as worthy of the highest legis- 
lative and diplomatic protection. It was held 
with so firm a grasp, that when Vii^nia, in 1773^ 
represented to Parliament the various evils which - 
attended the continued importation of Africans 
into that state, and implored its prohibition, the 
proposal was indignantly rejected as at variance 
with our commercial interests. 

But, all this notwithstanding, the slave-trade 
has been abolished-; and it has now become, in 
this country at least, the object of aniversa) exe- 
cration. Even those who fought its battles, with 
the most determined pertinacity for twenty years, 
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can now speak of its abolition as a wise and sala- 
tary meesore. And how was this extrabrdinai^ 
revolution effected? By exaimnatibn, inqairy, 
e?ideDCe. It was narrowly investigated, and 
(6uad to be cruet and unjust : it was convicted 
of radical and incnrabte injustice. On that oc- 
casion, the West Indians united with the slave- 
traders in clamonring against the abolition* of 
the slave-trade, as an act of the grossest injustice 
to them, precisely in the same way in which they 
DOW clamour against the abolition of the protect^ 
ing duty on sugar. But their clamours proved 
ineffectual for any pnrpose but that of delay. 
'Die good sense of the people of England led 
them to see that if it was onjost to tear Africans, 
by force or fraud, from their native land, and to 
doom them and their posterity for everio slavery 
in the West Indies, it conid not possibly be un- 
just to prohibit this from being done. They re- 
fused to be deluded by the cobweb-sophistries of 
the slave-traders and slave-holders, and they 
abolished the trade. 

Now, does not precisely the same reasoning 
apply to the present case? If it can be shown, 
as it is proposed to be, in the course of this 
inquiry, that the protecting duty is unjust to- 
wards the people of India and the people of 
Bngland, involving consequences exceedingly in~ 
jnrious to their rights and their interesto, then we 
may confidently affirm that, even if indemnity 
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were doe, yet no couoter-plea of justice can 
be truly alleged for its continuance. A general 
claim for indemnity, indeed, was. advanced, id 
tbe case of the abolition of the slave-trade, but none 
was actually given, because it was never sbown, 
by any individual, that indemnity was due to 
bim. Indemnity .may, possibly, be said to be 
due to the West Indians on tbe present occasion* 
In that case, let it be claimed ; let the nature and 
grounds of the claim be fully and fairly inves- 
tigated, and let it be met with equity, and eveii 
liberality. To this tbey are entitled, but to 
nothing more. They have no more right to claini 
the continuance of a protecting duty on sugar, tv 
^ the manifest wrong of India imd of Great Brttaia« 
th^tn they bad before a right to clainn tbe contiou-! 
ance of tbe slave-trade, to the manifest wrong oC 
Africa. 

Another marked exemplification of the piincjr 
pie here contended for is to be found in the mea- 
sure for putting an end to the exclusive privilege 
of the East-India Company, and throwing open 
tbe trade of Hipdostan. Tbe plea which the 
Company had to ui^e for the continuance of their 
monopoly was infinitely stronger than any thing, 
which can now be urged in behalf of the West- 
Indian monopoly. They actually enjoyed what 
the West Indians only fancy they enjoy. Their 
monopoly was admitted. They displayed, there- 
fore, in defence of their claims, and good right 
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they had tp do so, the antiqaity of their pre- 
scriptioD; their vested interests; their oft-recewed 
charters ; the eacouragement derived from legis- 
lative enactm«it8 ; the capital they had iavested 
in establishments of various kinds at home and 
abroad, free from all expense to the parent-^tate ; 
their vast contributions to the revenne ; their 
splendid services and triumphs ; the blaze of 
glory their achievements had thrown around their 
country; the happiness they had communicated 
to their Indian subjeets ; and a thousand other 
pleas which form a singular contrast with the 
present case. To throw open the trade, they 
affirmed, would be gross injustice, whilst it would 
lead to irreparable evils of various kinds. 

All these pleas were listened to ; they were in- 
vestigated ; they were refuted. The question of 
right and j ustice was found to he against the Com- 
pany, and they were deprived of their monopdiy. 
In that case, ' the just claims of India and of 
Great Britain were admitted to ontweigb all that 
could be alleged on the other side. The pretence 
of countervailing claims of justice, on the part 
of the Company, was held to be inadmissible as 
a bar to the acknowledged rights- ot the commu- 
nity at large. The Company, indeed, were left 
at liberty to make out a case for indemnity, and 
we were led to expect that an immense loss would 
have been exhibited, on their part, as a founda- 
tion for such 3 claim ; but, from the time that the 
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conflict was over, aod tbe irritation of it 'had subsi* 
ded, DOthiag more has beeo heud oo this subject. 
Similar cases might be maltiplied. The le- 
gislature had 4)rohibited the intercourse of our 
West-Indian islands with the United States, for tbe 
express purpose, among others, of giving eocon- 
ragement to the produce of tbe British North 
American colonies. An enlarged view of the 
national interests has led to a complete change of 
system in this respect. At the urgent solicitations 
of the West Indiiuis themselves, tbe encourage- 
ment which for years had beeo given to our NortU 
America colonies has been suddenly withdrawn, . 
and the market of the West Indies opened to the 
produce of tbe United States. — In like manner^ 
after encouraging the timber-trade of Canada, in 
opposition to tbe timber-trade of the BalUc, until 
it bad been nouiOBhed up to a trade of immense 
extent, tbe policy which loaded the Baltic timber 
with A protecting duty has been found to be 
erroneous, because detrimental to the interests of 
the community at lai^; and, notwithstanding: 
tbe injury arising from its abolition to the indivi- 
duals who, on the faith of parUamatt, had em- 
barked in tbe timber-trade of Canada, that pro* 
tecting doty has been repealed. — Nay, our very 
navigation-laws, on the ^th of which our ship- 
builders and dock-owners had embarked , their 
prop^y, which were deemed to be a part of our 
legislative system that was absolutely immutablci,. 
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and inth which our commercial greabiess awl our 
maritime wperiority verc supposed to be dosely 
bound up, -being' pttovcd, in -their rigeurvto <be 
inoonsistent wUh.tbe nationat iDtene«ls, karsiheen 
madeto give way. < Id spite of «U Uielc^la'^e 
eDconragementt in- spite of! the faitb of pwtia- 
ment, in spite of the promieed pMteotioD wbjidi 
onr ahip^wtiers, aod '8b»|>-builder8,' i^D^'idoola- 
masters, and alltbe elaases depmdiag-uponilbeni. 
had to piead, the Darigation-iaws hare been 
lately 'relaxed, and will; probably, undergo 
still more exttasiTerekxations; 

A repeal of the protecting duty en East-lodian 
sugar would, say the West Indians, be gross in- 
justice to them. It is nnjust, that is to say, that 
twenty millions of men in Great Britain and Ire- 
land should have leave to buy sugar where tbey 
can buy it cheapest^ and that one buudred mil- 
lioDs of British subjects in India should have leave 
to bring thear st^r to those twebty millions of 
fXNisnmers, test the gains of a few West-Indian 
planters should be diminished. Why should these 
one hundred aad twenty millions of men be denied 
tlus advantage P For no reason but that the West- 
Indian planters may- be benefited at th^r couat. 
Bat this, as has been well observed,* is the plea 

* See an admirable paper on this subject in a periodical work 
cbII^ the "Inquirer," (Nn. ii. p. 2&1,) ininted forLongmffli 
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«f all injufltice, th6 object of all oppreaaiea. 
One man wishes to reap such and such an ajd^ 
vantage at the cost of many others. The few 
reqaire to benefit at the expense of the mnch 
greater unmber. Thus ' precisely stsuide the 
present questiou. Let the West Indians show 
wherein their case differs, io principle, from.all 
the other, unjust monopolies and commercial op- 
pressions which have ever existed. 

AB«4her ai^uinent employed by the West 
Indians for perpetuating the protoctio^ 
duty. is this:.— ^ vast amount 'qf capital 
is embarked in the. cultivation o/* the Wieat 
Indies, which mil be tost jf- this dutjf,be 
withdnacn. 
An ai|;acneat ofpreciselylbesanjekind, without 
any variatioD, was employed by the West Indians 
to prevent the British parliament from abolishing 
the slave^rade. It proved, tbeo, a very captv- 
vatii^ and imposing ai^ument, and for a titne 
served .its purpose. But in the teeth ■ of it the 
slave-trade, was abolished, and no West Indian 
bas.aioce come forward to state a case of dilapi- 
dated or ruined capital in coDsequeoce of thdt 
measure: on the contrary, It may be sbowo thtA 
the ruin of the West Indies would only have 
be^n accelerated had their plea been attended fo. 
Xbis circumstance is not ^ proof that there, is 
nothing in the present argommt. It lurhisbeis, 
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however, a grouodof soipicion that it tQay have 
little real weigbt. Ou the Occasion of the abolf- 
tioo of the slave-trade, it is believed tbat tiiere 
was only one, even of the slave-traders, who 
preferred a claim for compeosation ; alUioagb, 
previous to the abolition, the total ruia was pre- 
dicted, with absolute conGdence, of all concon- 
ed inifae traffic in England and in Africa. Espe- 
cially was the ruin of Liverpool predicted, m 
case " tbat valuable trade, the main source of 
its prosperity,^ and occapying snob a mass of Us 
capital, sboald be lost to it. 

BM ii it dear that the proposed measure 
wonid foVolveany lom of capital, ' and if any, to 
what antount? Tfaia is a point for dxamkiation. 

It must be admitted, that immense ' 4unis of 
British capital have been sunfc in the Wdst'Indies. 
Into Jamaica alone,- -since' its (Sonqiiestt^wh«Q 
there were in it aboUt 40,000 slaves, not 1«^ 'than 
850,000 Africans have been imported, makit^'A 
totid of 890,000, exclusive of! all the liirttis 
wbicb have taken place during that peviod. Attd 
yet, at the present moment,' the slave-population 
of the island does not exceed 345^000. What 
an immense ^crifice of capital is here! No 
fewer than 545,000 slaves, more than ' bow exist 
there, have been imported iuto this single island. 
Who must have cost a mass of British capital, 
equfdto at-least from 15 to 20 millions ; and, at 
the price at which slaves are now valued, would 
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amount to ifiore than -double that lan^ 'sbm. 
For<th^ enormous loss bf capitbH Mw^vCr, We 
presume thereis noclafnafto bcpr^rfed. It u 
rather fbrJamaiea to accoantforso great airtmte of 
iif^Qo'tees than of property. 

Vast n\im9 of capital have, iDoreoTef, beea ir> 
retiievably satiriflced in various other waysi^^in 
extr&tagant- speculations, liad debts, ftc.' ftc. 
No d^im,"it is alto presumed, is intended ibhe 
dra-wti iW>in th^se sources of past loss. Nothing 
mope tibn^lie nitiant by the argument uiide^ con- 
sideration than thai tbe -valne of the property 
now actaally invested in West-Indiian sugar-cnlti- 
vation would be deteriorated or lost by Bast -In- 
dian competition. Bat of what doestbat property 
consist? It cotnista of land, bouses, Amiitiir^ 
implements of fansbandry, -cattle^ and slaves. . 

If we suppose that theciousequence of tb»pro- 
posed measnre of removing the pr^ectii^ duty 
would be even to pvt an entire period to tliegrowth 
of'sOg^ in the WeM Indies, how would these 
different items. of property-'b& affected by it? 
We will assnme that two-tbinls of the land, as 
welt as two-thirds of all > the other descriptionf 
of property, including slaves and cattle,^ are em^ 
barked in, the culture of sugar. The land ^ so 
employed woald remain, and would be appficaF- 
bte to other purposes: it could be applied to 
none, according to the statements of West Indians 
themselves/which would yield less profit than sugaf 
d2 
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ia DOW yieldipg. or has geoerally yielded.: tMr 
own reports for the last thirty years Dwy' be 
quoted iu proof of this : from them it appe^^ 
(see Appendix C) that it is absolutely yield- 
ing DO profit whatever. The same may be said 
of the slaves and the cattle. The numerical 
amouDt of the slave-population would opt be 
diminished merely by a change of employment 
from .growing sugar, for example, to growing' 
provisions and other articles. Nay, the prob{^ 
bility is, that the slaves would increase rather t|iaa 
diminish if their labour were lessened and their 
food augmented, as they; would be by such a 
change. 

Tbesethreeitemsof capital, the laud, theqattle* 
and the slaves, may,perbapB, be estimated to.cofm- 
prehend seven-eights, or nine-tenths, or ev^it 
more of the whole capital of the West-Jndiw 
colonies. Of the remaioiog eighth or;teDtb) 4he 
part which would be materially deteriorated ia 
value would be that which was exclusively ap- 
plicable to the manufacture of sugar. The build- 
ings and utensils of this description could not, 
perhaps, be converted to other uses without con- 
siderable loss^ 

It would only, however, be by the sugar-states, 
which we have assumed to constitute two-tfairds 
of the whole, tbat this loss would in any case . be 
incunred ; and it would probably not be incurred 
but by a part of these. The necessity which 
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rhiglitari&e of cbangiog the cultare from sugar 
to some other articles would attach only to the 
iuferior soils, and these would share the fate to 
which the agriculturists of Great Britain itself 
are obliged to submit. 

This claim for a continuance of the protecting . 
duty in favour of West-Indian sugar, on the score 
of the capital invested in its cultivation, it is 
here> however, to be observed is a claim which 
might be urged with equal force in the case of 
every improvident speculation. In the year 1813, 
as we have seen, it- was affirmed, in the House 
of Commons, by one who was a very competent 
witness, that during the preceding twenty years 
there were few estates in the West Indies which 
had ' not changed hands ; which had not, that 
is to say, been sold, or given up to creditors; 
and this testimony is fully confirmed by various, 
reports of WestTlndian assemblies. With respect, 
then, to all but a few of the West-Indian sugar 
estates, the investment which has been made 
of capital in their culture must have taken place 
within the last thirty years. They must have 
been purchased, or transferred therefore at a va- 
lue regulated by the various considerations which 
ought to enter, and doubtless did enter, into the 
calculation of every prudent purchaser. Tbey- 
would be estimated at what they could be consi- 
dered as really worth at the time of the purchase 
or -transfer, and not at the amount of money 
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trbich i^sh ipeculators may have advanced ap«t 
them ; just as a trader canDot reckon .as capital 
upoD the money he may have lent, or the goods he 
may have famished, to another ^uler, ; after be 
has been obliged to accept a dividend or a com- 
positioD of 5s. in the pound;for his debt: the 
other three-fourths of the debt are gone for ever. 
The parchaser, therefore, of a West-Indian estate 
in 1804, for instance, or the tuortgagee who then 
entered into possession, was tMHind to estimate 
its value fairly, as it was at that moment, not 
according to the amount of 1^ improvident ad- 
vances, but according to .its real ihlrinsic worth, 
ais the same might have been detluced from the 
authentic report of the assembly of . Jamaica 
of that year already referred to; tiking into 
viewi likewise, its capabilities as compared with 
other lands employed in the culture of- sugar, 
the chE^i^es to which it was subject, atid' those 
risks of change, .from the competition of other 
parts of the. world, and from the. altered policy 
of the state, to which it was liable. He had al- 
ready seen that all the colonies conqnefed- from 
Holland, Spain, &c. had been, allowed to bring 
their sugars to our home markett There existed 
DO reason at that time why the conquest of Java 
might not have raised up anotherformidable rival, 
. nor why the sugars of Boigal should not come 
into competition witii his.; No plec^ bad been 
given to that effect. . On thecamtrary^ thepas^ibili- 
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ty of Bocb a competition waB distinctly foreaeeo 
at tfae time. Tq prove piia it .w)U bp oi>]y neces- 
sary to refer again to ^e same elaborate report of 
the assembly of J^aica, in 'vhicb this, v^ry risk 
is largely adyertcsdl to. Purchasers, therefore, 
daring ittie,j>eriQd,,of which , we speak, musthave 
embarl^ their.capita] wii^ this very risk in their 
viesT, and tfceir estimate , of the value of West- 
Indiaa property onght, in common prudeuce, to 
have taken this risk also into accpunt. 
. The g^eat comparative dlsadvaqtage of advea- 
toripg cafHtal in the cuttivatipn of sugar, in our 
qwn 'West-India Islaiif]e,,wEts established by the 
most £oi|plusive eridence, before his Majesty's 
privy council, in |789. On referring to the vo- 
lume copt^ioing that evidence, it appears that 
-questions were put on tl^e subject to the aulhori- 
tief in the colonies apd . to their agents at home, 
tbeaiKBW.ers to which are of tbe most unambiguous 
kioj^. Tbe answer of Jamaica is, that the com- 
mon average yielding of an acre of sugar canes, 
i^ Bt. Domingo, was 38 cwt. and that tbe average 
of tbe most productive parishes iu Jamaica was 
only ] 2 cwt. the aven^ of tbe whole island beipg 
not more than 8 cwt.; while the imode of culti- 
vating the cane and manufacturing tbe sugar was 
much more expensive in tbe latter than in the 
former.' In St. Domiogo, they state that 300 
n^roes could, produce a million pounds weight of 
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-sugar; while, id Jamaica, it required nearly 900 
D^roes to produce the same quantity ou what 
w.as there deemed good land. 

The answers of the other islands, though not 
80 specific, were to the same effect. 

Was it not to be foreseen that the capital laid 
out in the cultivation of lands so disadvau' 
tageously situated was laid out at a fearful nsk? 
Let it only be considered what would have beea 
tlj.e fate^ qf all our old colonies had the British 
anps succeeded iu conquering St. Domingo 
during the revolutionary war. The cultivation of 
sugar in tJiose colonies must have ultimately 
ceased ; they pould not by auy possibility have 
stood the competition -with that island. But. 
though St. Domingo was not conquered, yet 
Guiana and Trinidad were conquered, and. their. 
sugars were brought into free coaipetition with . 
those of our old colonies. Cuba, also, had 
begun to grow sugar much morp largely, ■ and 
the rivalry of Bengal became, at that time, as 
we have seeDj an object of serious apprehension 
to West Indians. For the deterioration, or ereo. 
loss , of capital embarJted under sach' c)rcum-> 
stanq^ . the capitalist seems to be excluded 
ft-opi itbe right of complaining, except of his own 
improvidence. 

I .m%ht BO less confidently refer to the whole 
of (be, proceedings in the parliamentary commits 
tees of 1807 and 1808, on the subject of Sugar 



DolizccbvCoOglc 



41 

abd DistillatioD, as decisive on this point of the 
then ruiiied state of West-Indian property. 

But there is another view of the subject which 
it will be proper to take. The capital which has 
been embarked in West-Indian' property during 
the last thirty years/ the period since which 
it is affirmed that almost all the estates in the 
West Indies have changed bands, has been chiefly, 
if Dttt entirely the capital of English merchants ; 
add it 'has been advanced by tbem strictly as 'a 
rafercantile speculation. They pCTfectly knew all 
their risks, risks so great as to have become 
notorions and almost proverbial. ' What was' 
tbfHr inducement for laying out their capital bn 
Wfesl-Indian estates? Was it their opinion oP 
the ■ permanence of -that species of property?' 
Was it the assurance of 'a protecting- duty? 
This will hardly be affirmed.- 'It was simply th^" 
lal^ annual reCnrn which their advances ''\vere'' 
made to yield to them, and which were consider 
ed by them; justly or- not, as equivalent to their 
risks. They have no more right, therefore, to 
complain io this instance, than Insurance Com- 
panies have a right to complain that they are 
suddenly called upon to pay a loss, for engaging ' 
to sustain which tbey had received the stipulated 
premium. 

An almost - entire change of property, it is 
affitmed, has t^en place in the West ladies 
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wace 1793, a period daring vbich the Di»ik<9t 
for West-IadiaD sugar.bas beea unde^oing tctjt 
great flBctuatioos, and 'when, tiierefore, the mer- 
chant would Datarallj examine with much- aoHci- 
tude bis chances of gain or low in eutbarking 
ht» capital' on the secarity of a sugar-estate. 
The ordinary advantages accrdiog to hine from 
sDofa an advance of capital may be eetitna* 
ted, perhaps, at from 12 to 20 per ceot. per 
annum; iaclading interest at 6 per cent, com- 
missions on the sugar, sold and on the sapplies 
filraished, .gain by insurances, frd^ts,- &c. If 
^e suppose him to retain the consignments of 
ancb'SD estate for from eight to twelve years, > his 
capital would, in that, case, be replaced,' and 
whatever he ought obtain beyond this would' be 
tbe bonus, for the sake of which he was coqteqt 
lo encount^'tlie -risk of losa^ 

But is it fair, may it not be asked, thoit a specu- 
lator of this description should come witii a claim 
either for protection; against Bast-Indian sugai*, 
to the immense disadvantage both of Gr«at 
Btitain and India, or for indemnity? If bis 
speculation has benefited him, the demand is 
perfectly monstrous. If it has injured him, what 
daim has he to consideration beyond the tbon- 
saodiS of Unfortunate speculators in underwriting, 
or in any other line of bosinesK, who ha^e been 
hurt by theii' speculations ? 
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' A very lar^. proportion, however, of the ppo* 
perty vested ia. sogar-estates at this luoeoeot, it 
would, appear, bas tieen' vested m tbem by suob 
speculators as have ju«t been described^ who, 
vve;ipay assuqie, have been proceeding .id their 
peculations with :a view to their own profit or 
security, rather than to the p^rmanept ipterests 
of t^e proprieM>r to ^bopi their advapces were 
mai^e. This seems to be proved by the course 
wjiich they have geodrally bpupd the proprietor 
to pursue in the manafgenient of their;estate4> It 
would,forexample, have been very highly for tbe . 
iutereets of all proprietors* during- (liQ. last twenty 
ydars,' ,to;have diminiphedtbeir poUtire of sqgan, 
and tto have applied th«e labour wtthdrawn fi-ooi 
ittothe cultare of xrtb«r, article, aod particularly 
of pfovi^ioDEt ; The evil aDder^whiab-tfaw^iiBve 
laboured ba$ been the evil of low {>rioes for their 
sugars; and high pricesibrtheir provisions. Thejr 
obvious pt^icy, thierefore^ would have twen to have 
lessened the cultivation of, the former,' and to 
liave increaised the growth of the latter. They 
must, in the end, have .greatly beuc^ted theid- 
setves and th^ir slaves byBuch a plaa sfeadily pur- 
sued. ' But thisi it is obvious, would not have 
suited the viewa of t^ merchani. HU eo^rais- 
siftns and other gains .both on the su^rs and~ the 
supplies would have been abridged. Instead of 
ail interest on his capital of from 12 to 20 pjer 
cent be niijst have beejacoutent, io this casg, with 
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anit]tel«st,'|)firhct|te, of ftwn 7 to IS i^erceof. But 
be-woti^d Dattiraltj be onwilliiig to consent to a 
change of' system, which, thttogh b^neficiat tb 
* the West-'IndJan planter, mnst lessen bis gaina 
as consignee. If the quantity of sugar were ma- 
terialty dimintsbed, the planter ttiight be led to' 
fear that a foreclosure of his mortgage . would 
ibllow: The sugar, therefore, moBt be pro-: 
d»t!ed at' whatever disadTantage to him ; arid 
provitiotas to feed the slaves, instead of b^ng- 
gfown on the spot, must be imported firofti 
^iH-oad, though at three titnes the cost* in ordri* 
that the speciitations of the tnen^nt^'may be 
made to a(isw6r. This whole subject' wtH be' 
f«utod ably illustrated in a letter ad dressed 'by- a' 
Weil-India merchant -to a We6t4ndia [d^nter,' 
in 1806, and printed for Richardson, ^t. i^ 
eolilled, " $: safe and peAnanent Remedy for- 
the Distresses of the West^India Planters." Thi^ 
aathoT*8 name is said to'be Robley: ' " 

There are various other ways in Which this 
question may be viewed. In every other part of 
the tropical world, except the sugar colonies of- 
the West Indies, population increases rapidly, 
bteause the means of subsistence are easily pro- 
curable ; and it will not be dented, that an io- 
creaise Of population,' In whatever way it may be 
r^arded, whether as an increase of labourers, or- 
of^a mere saleable commodity, must be consi- 
dered as a 86urCe of wealth to the pn^rietor of 
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naes^/jte. Ba.t io thesagar cojooiesof the We«t 
IncUesi Ibe slaves have not jjncretMfjd. It ata^j 
therefore, be assi^med, that there iasot^e radical 
vice in tbe system,, whicb, greatly jnsens at. tei^t 
its titleto protectioa ,or. coiDfi^satipn. It is 
jiavertb be lost sight of, that themain suliijects of 
pro^rty ,ip tbe We^t lodief. are se^tieot beings^ 
to whom a proprietor stands ia a far difierept 
relatiou; from what be does to bis<ox, orbisaas, 
to his casK of sugar or coffee, or bis hale ofj 
cotton. There are here redprocal rights, audi. 
obUgatiqns, recognised by laws huawA {w well at: 
diviaei, admits J»y West^Ioduui propnetore, eov- 
bodi^ in lo^lative acts framed. by .theniselres^, 
and assumed iu all their apologies for colotiial 
.slavi9i;y. They, wonld all readily admit, tbat 
Mr. Hodge, of Tortola, whorby bfd-.desperat^- 
criKlties, .bad reduced iaafew*^eai» tbeisUvcs. 
Oft his estate:to less than aJvurth of their oF^lnel 
number, was not entitled to apy compeDeatlaBiwr.. 
.^ucb loss. But, on tbe saute principle, in wbat0Mftr 
degree,, on inquiry, it shall appear that tbe- Westr . 
lodiao [H'oprtetors have failed in their clear audi ■■ 
acknowledged obligations, ae they resftect/ tbi^ji 
well-beipg, tbe personal comfort, and. tbe word i 
improTemeDt of their depeadent^; aqd.t^till.mgK 
in whatever degree their exercise of uaqoHtfoUied! . 
power"Over those dependeots . shall ba.ve-tendied. 
to their dimiDutioD, degradation, and m^ery, ;to . 
tbe shortening of their lives, and to ibe abridge- 
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tn«nt of the usual soiirees of iocrei^siag popuhi- ' 
tioft, in that degriK do they lessen their claim to 
indalgeMe ijhd farotir. And hi^re it is not tbeaut 
f» ipeak of particulftr instdnces' of tDiBcondncl 
and abuse^ bat of the ^eoeml system which per- 
vades the colOoie^' and' which is manifestly un^ 
fovonrableto humau fife, and, therefore, to hu- 
man happiness. ' 

But to lake another view of this subject. R 
has now become a settled principle in ttar social 
economy, 'thai no man should wilfully n^teet 
the means "^guarding against the contingencies 
<rf"life, when it' is in his ^ower to do sOi if b« 
snfiere'yrom sndi' neglect, he 'becomes ah object; 
not ' SO 'mnch of ^ify; as Of repfebension. Foi- 
example'; a person who should he iA the enjoy- 
ment of a lai^e ,but precarious income, and who 
sbonld neglect the obvious means of securing a 
provision lot- himself id case of its ceasing, or 
fbrhis family in the event 'of his deatb, and wb6 
should even deride' ill salutary counsel upon th6 
point, would justly expose himself to 'severe 
censure, and would' greatly weaken fais title t6 
liberal consideration. The man, also, who should 
venture his whole fortune in a ship, which be re- 
fused or n^lected to insure, would besiwken of 
as having been the author of bis own ruin, and 
could prefer no claim to indemnity from' the pub- 
lic, and least of all from those who hffd warned 
him of the consequences of his folly.- 



Doiizc^bv Google 



'49 

Now, if we should ' concede,' merely fof. the 
sake (A argument, 'what in Itself is iaore tbao 
queetionable, that the 'removal of the protecliD^ 
dutyonsi^r would reoderunproductiTemore than 
itnoVr is the capital eAi bark ed*iUit8e(Htivatioiij still 
the ' matter would ' pest an - the same principle 
which a|^ies>'to the improvident annuitant,' or 
the still ' more ' exttrlvagaintly' imprdvid«]t merr 
Chant, -to -whose' cases w^-kare-advert^d. ' 
, Bat what could 'Ihe'Wi^ Indians bave'don^ 
to insure against such contittgeDciea as go-to 
affect the valae of- fteir fproperlyin slaves?' They 
could have done niuch, indiep^detjitly' of nhe 
more ohndiiB UieEisure of 'encoufaging - t)i^ 
inttfeaa^. They ^otd'have done w4iat they hard 
beeb oHed urged to'do, and whaV'th&'saceessirQl 
eaatnple of 'other colofiieS migiht hate taught and 
encourage tbetn tpdo. 

In the coUnies of Spain, for exaibple, itbasj 
fifom an ■early periDd, been thfe established prac^ 
ti^C to encourage the manumission ^theirsI^T^* 
by means which repIacEil the capital 'that; had 
been origuially laid out in theh- purchase. Sup- 
pose the value of a slave to have been ^$0; tbe 
law pnofided, that wheoerer the slave could 
re|^y- this entire sum to his master he should be 
manumitted: and, to facilitate this 'object, it 
wad the usual practice, that wfaeaever the slave 
had It in his power to repay even a fifth part qt 
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the stmi, be should have a proportional part of 
bis time Hs^ed to him for bis own benefit. 

To make this beneficent and truly provident 
plan more infallibly successful, the dare was 
allowed the Sabbath as a day of rest and enjoy- 
ment^- aa wdl as a day for attending to bis rdi- 
gious doties. On that day no labour was exaeted 
from him, iMit he was allowed to recr<iit his 
strength .for the labour «f the other six. Oae 
day in the week wasfurther allowed him, on 
which to provide for his sustenance and that of 
bis tanaily. That object beit^ secured, Ibe slave 
was at liberty to turn hia own time to the best ad* 
vantage, to hire himself to hia master or to who- 
ever else would employ him, or to occupy him- 
self in cqUivating' such articles, or in rearwg 
such anin^als as would c<Hnmand a ready. side 
at the next market. As soon as be accumulated 
in this way the - fifth part of bis value, be was ' 
tfaen pennitted to redeem with it one of the£ve 
days belpngiog to his master. This iartber 
portion of time enabled him to accumulate more 
rapidly the means of purchasing another day; 
and thus matters proceeded, ootil tbe whole of 
bis lime was redeemed, ^nd - hia manumission 
vtvs completed. He then, if he bad a wife and 
ehildrNi, added his entire exertions to theirs, 
until they also vere redeemed. The roasts had' 
thus his capkal replaced without loss. But this 
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was D»t his w^ple.,adTaDtage; a..pea«atitty wap 
raisedjip -around. btm, acousloiiicd to, iaiduBtriQaa 
eKcnioiv-ta :fQre&Quglit« and' to. frugalitf, ^ybo 
bad ejcp«ieaocd tbe happy effects of. regular and 
persevfiriag labour, ia their deliverancs from oltr 
vergi as tbe veward of it, and in the eomfiHrta 
' wbidi suiTounded tbeni. No iDstance, it . is be- 
lieved, has occurred, io the Spanisb coltmes, of 
attinsurrectioa ou.the part of these mfrahcbised 
AfiricaDB, .or t>£ ^eiratt^nptiDg to instigate sacb 
M remaioed aUves to.auy other .means of de- 
lireraoce:) than those which they themselves had 
s6 successfully pursued. Nor has it befm oal^ 
ib».interjtal peace-of the Spanish coloaies wbioh 
fvas pronaoted by this arrangement, but they were 
reodered almost secure against foreign ^gressiou. 
Trinidad was the oaly Spanirii colony we were 
«TeT able'to c<H)quer, and,- that colony was not 
only tbeo4n its infancy,' bat it. had been settled 
on piiticipleB roatecialiy varyiqg from the usuail 
ooltmial poHcy ol Spwi. 

8uob wstf.the coarse of things in the Spaoish 
ctriopies generally, down to the year 1793. In all 
of thcan, at that ti(ii.e, not excepting Cuba itself, 
the nnodwr of free blacky equalled or exceeded 
die number of slaves. Since that time tbe an* 
noal importations of new negroes into Cuba has 
bera so large as greatly to alter this proportion, 
hot still even' there tbe free black population 
amounts to from a third to a half of the slave- 
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popalation ; whilst in the other colonies of Spkio, 
the proportion of the free populatioa has gone 
on increasing so fast, th^ the proems has baeo 
not Only easy bat safe to complete emancipatioo. 
4n Spanish St. Domingo all are dow free. In 
Spanish South America, the aumbers still in 
bondage form but a very small part of the whole 
black and coloured population ; and measuns 
have been adopted for the speedy and «itire ex- 
tinction of slavery even among them. All this 
too has been effected, it would seem, without b»j 
'derangement of property, without any civil con- 
ototion, witboot any complaint oo the part of tbe 
/masters, nay with thdr willing and cheerful ohi- 
cnrrence. 

Now let this system be compared with- that 
which prevails in our owO' colonies. To the 
plantationrslaves, generally speaking, tbe Sab- 
bath is neither a day of rest, nor instruction,. nor 
religious worship. It is the day on whtcb (ib 
Jamaica especially) they are forced to cultivate 
their grounds in order to provide for their sub- 
sistence on tbe other six days, aud^ on which they 
must carry their little produce to market to ex- 
change for necessaries. In short, the Sunday, is 
the day allotted them, not for rest and refresh- 
ment, or for religious uses, but for sustaining 
themselves and femilies during the week. In 
this country the labourer has six days in tbe 
wedc OD which to provide for his own stibsiat- 
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6tice and that of his family. The n^ro dave 
inuflt perform this task chiefly ou the day which 
everywhere ehe is a day of bodily reposei Tbe 
e&ct of this iocessant occupatHm, isdepeQdoiyy 
of the loss of all the moral uses ioteoded by the 
appointment of the Sabbath> is the wearing down 
more rapidly of tbe human fratue, feebleness, 
disease, aud premature old age. 

In addition to the Sunday, the slaves have, 
also; on most sugar-piaotatiooa a day givea them 
every fortnight, (exc^ during tbe four or five 
months of the crop,- or sugar harvest^ wfaea tbey 
are made to work all day and half the niglrt,) <hi 
which to cultivate their provision grounds, 
amounting, on the average, to at most sixteen or 
seventeen days in the year, instead of the fifty' 
two days which the Spanish slaves were allowed. 

It is needless to point oat what influence tiie 
rest of the Sabbath and tbe substitution c^-fifty- 
two week-days in the year ^ven to all the 
slaves in the West Indies, for their own pur- 
poBeSy would have had on their comfort, and 
would have had also in preventing that glut' of 
sugar in our markets, which has heea the moro 
immediate cause of the distress of the West 
Indians. Tk^ doubtless thought to enrich them* 
selves by this systematic desecration of - the 
Christian Sabbath ; but it was a design which, 
as might be expected, Providence has not blessed. 
It lus proved, evidently, one efficient cauM 
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of their present embatasdb^BotB, isdepencleBU; of 
tfaeiDJorieaseflfeotitQiuBt havebad oo thebevMhk . 
ftwd streogtb, and itttreaieof tbeir 8i»veB. . > ) - 

■■tAgaiD, that part of (he Spaoifib .system nihiok 
iMid it ID view to refriace tbe master's etkpitfit by 
tbfe TedemptioD of the. eJase, is iDotoaly. wfaiillf- 
oegieoled in our colonka, bmt alt appruMh toilt 
is 4li8c<wraged, nay, in inaby - cases^i aoMaHy 
T^odered ' almost itnposBible, by cf^onial <legttdife- 
tira enactmeBts. - Heavy tax«8 are, laid) io .spoiC 
<tf the ccdoniea, on maaumissioDa, aiBonDtB^;f in 
oAe' instboce, tO' ^£500- currency oa.each, add 
constitbtiBg an efibctnal [utibibitioa of the pntd- 
tice; in another to ^£300 for womtak, aAok £^&0 
for ni«n. In sftolt, not only are no mekoBwliai: 
er«r employed fokr bringing about<a-gi^ual>8iid 
progreiBsiTe manunussioD, vrUch shall,., at. Uie 
Bame -time, iDdeamify the master, - imprer^ the 
slave, and fit bim, by previona babitat for'U8iiig;i|ns 
freedom for bis own benefit and 4he geiiflral ad- 
vantage of the community ; bat the whole /odr- 
rent of West^Indian l^slation, and the entite 
tone of West-Indian feeling are decidedly adverae 
to such a policy. 

Id discussing the question of capital, havewr, 
we must not lose sight of the distiDCtion to be 
taken between the loss incurred by the iodivi- 
dual, and the loss to the community. . It caqnot 
be doubted that many changes, iu the highest 
d^;ree beneficial to the commonity, may be at- 



Doiizc^bvCoogle 



d3 

WmIM b^ ■ lasa to imtiTkluals: li oannot be 
id^^ted, for exao^te; that the general interestB 
of the cmbmanitf iroold be gKatfy protndted 
i>y the 'OOnversiOD of a'Klave fwpultitioD, «cted 
cipon oply by the impulse of the lash, aad in^v- 
pabletbereforeof rising frofD the levelaltnost of the 
itrute, into a ^eci populattno accessible to the force 
<iif all the motives which, id ordioary drcum^aDce^, 
influence men to exertioa. Macb light may be 
thrown on this proUem, not merely by abatsttt 
■reasmiing, bnt by experience; by a consideratioo, 
■tbat is to say.'of the facts furnished bybi^tonjf, 
from t£ue time of the £dK>litian of villaioog^.iip 
iBa^attdto^e recent abolition of slavery in Ceft- 
■Jen and Columbia^ And let it be rememb^pedj 
-thatit is possible to arrive at this state of. ^OMa- 
itipatioo,''aB' has>hEippenad~ia Spani^ Am«^0|, 
w CeyloD/'io the MalaccaE^ and atBencooIcn, 
-vritlMMt wadioig tbroagh anarohyand Mood,. nay, 
bveA vikh. advantage to the masters, proifi4«d 
tbey will cordially lend, themselves to the, intro- 
iluctioK of a better system. If they mrouldi .dp 
»o, no doubt can exist that, in the end, iast^ 
<rf losing, they woald themselves benefit 'l0i;ge|(jr 
iiytbe change.* ■ i. . i ■ 

* I would recommeod to those who ma; wish to tDvesti- 
^te this curious and important question more full;, Cropper's 
Letters to Mr. Wilberibrce ; A. Hodgson's Letter to Mr. Say; 
and Coster on the Amelioralion of Negro Slavery,- printed'tn 
ttie l*lth Number «ftlwPaiipldel«er. > 
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But aot to dwell loi^r od this view of &e 
•object, and Bupppsing tbingfl to cootiDue e» 
tbey are in our colonies, it might be proved, thai 
tbe alarms of ruin to the planter, from the dimi- 
nished culture of sugar, areextraT^;aiit at least, if 
not groundless. Thispropositionadmitsofaready 
illnstratioQ in the case of Barbadoes, where the 
quantity of sugar now grown is very small, as 
Gompared with its population. Much <^. tbe 
labour, which in neighbouriDgislands is bestowed 
oa sugar, is here Judiciously applied to other ob* 
jects, and principally to the growth of pro?isioiiB 
and various articles of necessity and comfort. And, 
sithongh Uie Barbadians may feel the pressure of 
jffae present times, yet they iieel it less than tbe colo^ 
niste in general, and their slaves are nucfa better 
off^ as to food, than they are in the islands around 
them ; nay, it is, perhaps, the only stave colony 
except the Bahamas, where at this moment the 
slaves appear to be increasing. 

By pursuing the policy, in this respect, of the 
Barbadians, there cannot be a doubt &at the 
oth^r West Indians would be saved fivtA much 
of that loss, which they contemplate as the effect 
of removing the protecting duty on East-IndiftD 
sugar. 

There is one circumstance, however, which 
renders it aln^ost hopeless that any rational and 
enlightened plan should be adopted, and syste- 
matically pursued, for ioiproving tbe state of the 



Doiizc^bvCoogle 



&5 

West«^IncliftD aagar^plantefs, add that is, ll^eir 
very geDcanl noDTesidedce. Bendes having !tf» 
Mpport an expeosive domestio establisbmeDt ia 
Bnrbpe, in addition to their «stabUshmeDts 
abroad, the conduct of these is left to hired 
agents, who bive no identity ef interest nith the 
owners, and who, from their rery distance, are not 
subject to any effective control. If the owners 
themselves were to reside upon and to manage their 
own estates, they wonM soon find that it was in 
th^r power to improve their property in a variety 
of ways, and they would learn to employ the 
labour of their slaves in what might be in reality 
tiie most advantageous mode of employing them ; 
■and there would infallibly follow from such a 
course of proceeding an improvement, instead of 
a ioss, both of capital and of income. 

Let it be remembered, that the sugar-fdanters of 
Cobft 'and the Brazils, of Louisiana and Bengal, 
ere with few exceptions resident. This circum- 
staoee idone constitutes an iilimraise difference 
in the general results of sugar planting in those 
quarters as compared with onr West-Indian 
ulaads. But because onr planters choose to be 
tton^reeidenl, and to enjoy the ease and luxury of 
a British domicile, while they place the manage- 
ment of their distant estates, as well as the at- 
tire power of the lash, in the hands of hired 
agents, this is no reason why we, the British 
consumsrs of their sugars, should be made to 
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delhtf all tbe«4stoCtbi«iadalgeBoe.^Uth^o 
ad.fpHUStei| tb«ir estates - tbemsclres, and M4fUi9 
{eftfiU.poinF9i: of Uhewbipin^UieiE own lua4a« 
io^^^i of del^atiqg: it to otbeci,. th«|f ought, ail 
^«£a»..(o sell their estates to peracmadifimHiUy 
sHuatefd-> And if . they object, thataatea «anft«4 
b&.^fl«clfld.but atriiiaoMs price«,.tbis is oolji.a'ffiivi 
t^ pfpof, that they) place toobigh a value ott'thtli; 
q^ititofr . Tb^ce 'Cffu be Do-doubtj tbt^ boitb^&tfl 
aildiiff tb^: .West ladies f>r^icr|y wiU, .^bjEff 
cofumi^fd '.n'lltat. , #qd«r, all 4b» .circuDiatapqasj ol 
(hiwcaw, Jl,iift,real|y.w«rtb. ■, .. i^;.'nnj 

,, ]^tii,^be ^ff^.In^i^ioS'Will probfiblyr.refmmiAs 

^, „ /i,bfi>^fif^ed -wfUh tb^se SMgfiealifiHSk > ftod 

[„p ,, wUV bedi^K^e^ .b>d«>eU|0n.,tl)iEl,siB)p1fi 

Ti^n^f th^ subject :.«$i(g^».A(MW-.AliKP^ 

stoik to a lonng price. J^ t^ gugfa-i..^ 

,,j.., , tht> Boat , Indies «;kvei adiafft^„fm,_,^i^ 

.. terms wiih.<ws,.theitmili anirsiiUtUwCKi 

<ntr present distrets wiU t/im.be ti(ty^ ij^Q 

absolute ruin. , < .m :< 

' Soeb, however, is the arguuj^qt, witb..litt|@ 

YarJatioD, by which the public has been assailed 

pn levery alteration, ia whatever department^f ouc 

^deand QiaDufactures, from a bad to a b^er 

systetn.' -What would England have do:v been, 

bad soch an argument availed to prevent the 

various beneficial changes which have . taken 

place of late years? What opening of comEnera^ 
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TtbatimproveDaent tn'tnaCbimry, what mcAbod of 
obeapeniog tbe cost of production or of carriagei 
basnot been uniformly and immeinorially met by 
this sweeping ofagectioD? Upon this, principle, 
tW never ought to have made peace after havmg 
fe<een>tD a state of WOT for twenty year^, a dale as 
loag' as that wliicfa has been aasi^^ to almost 
alt tbe actoal proprietors of sugar-planlalkmf^ 
in the Wert Indies. Society, it might be al^Md, 
had ' acconnnodated itsdf to that state of exi^ 
tme6, and It wOotd be unjust to di&nge iK. 'Afc-^ 
cordingty, the distresses which, during thblAtli 
BTx or seven years, have been experienced in this 
cAutrtvy haftfebeei^ attributed, by oil r stktdabifen, 
tO'a cbdnge from i*ar to peace. It cerlaifaly was 
iibpossible not to foiissee that this Chan^ would 
b6 attended with loss of capital' and loss of pro- 
fits, with inconventence and distress, to a num- 
ber of persons infinitely exceeding the whole 
nnmber of West-Indian sugar planters fifty times 
told. But was this consideration allowed, for one 
moment, to weigh against the unarobiguons duty , 
of tbe government, and the clear and palpable 
interests of tbe whole community P The war 
ceased ; multitudes were in conseqnence reduced 
to comparatively straigbtened circnmatances, and 
not a few even to absolute want. It became, 
indeed, the duty of the gOTermnent and the public 
to alleviate tbis distress as much as possible. 
But it could never he aigued, for one moment. 
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\itat JHStice required tbetu to pe^ietaate tbc 
UDBatnral and cruel state of war, lest certain 
iodividoals should be injured by its cassation. 
As little caQ it be argued that it is iocuiubeflt 
upoo them to coutibue an unjust aod oppressive 
monopoly, lest those who profit by thai ii^ustioft 
aod oppression should be subjected to iocoD' 
venieace orpartial loss. 

Would such an ai:gumeut as this be tolerated 
in other cases, even where the claims arising from 
past prescription, and the prospects of future dis' 
tress, were much less dubious than iu thfd of the 
West ludiaus ? What might not the watermen of 
theTbameabavehadto allege gainst the scheme 
of erieictiDg the bridges which adorn tJttat river 
and miaist^ so much to the public cenveuieoce? 
What astroDg case of loss of c^tal aujdof cer- 
tain ruin might not the carriers of goods 'between 
Manchester and London have urged against the 
plan of inland navigation ? Had- parliament lis- 
tened to the wharfii^;ers of London not one of 
those docks would have beaa erected which now 
afford such facilities and such security ta-coin- 
iiherce. Or had the spinu^vs of cotton^and the 
knitters of stocki^s been as powerful in Parlia- 
Nteut, and as influeucial with the government, as 
tbe West Indians have shown themselves to be^ 
tbeir clamours and their ai^uments (for their case 
was infinitely stronger) must have succeeded in 
laying the same interdict on the improvement and 
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bfltooishiug increase of a.ur cotton and stockiag 
OMtnufactures, which the WestludiaDsare laboiir- 
iB^ to impo&e on the tmnense oapabil^aes of in- 
crease in our trade with India, Nay, the verf 
art of priotiog might have been lost to the world 
had the loud end ingeaions complaints of the 
copiers of manuscripts of that day succeeded in 
prohibiting the use of the press, or even in obtwo- 
iag a heavy protecting dnty against' it. - 

Another ai^ument cmployeil by the West 
Indians is of this sort : — Ths Ea$t India 
is a di8t<aU and precarious possession, easily 
' tarn from us bjf meems of foreign aggm- 
sion or intentdl commoiion, and endangered 
bg Ha very extent ; while the West Indies 
are secured to us hy their proximity, andtaf 
their bang broken into small colonies, in 
. tvMck our naval force a^lbrds us th&«iig 
* tttamt of guelliHg insurrection, and -no 

foreign power which can wrest frotn va. 
It cannot be deoied that the East Indwaarey 
to a certain degree, insecure. In no case of con* 
quest, however, which bas hitherto occuraed, 
especially conquest of so distant and so extensive 
a kind, have the prospects of security been so 
eocouragiDg. The singular and anomalous instf^ 
tutions which exist in India, and which seem 16 
owe their ejtistence, like the constitution of JBog^ 
land, not to design hnt to- a ctmcarrenCe of for- 
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tn^as cffoDmstaDCM^ a|)pear ' very - wonclerAiiiy 
bdaptad to pveKrre 4haC oonntry-ia peaoe'and 
•dcpEHdaioe. lOw' government is felt by the cob- 
qMerad^as a benefit ooDferrednpoD them. Uoder 
'UH'itoild aud btaign infiifence they ^joy a seearity 
of pcff«oD and property uokooiva under tbe Hindoo 
w Mahomedan snay. Justice' is purely aad tni- 
^pnrtially administered; tbeir prejudices ave-rc*- 
Bpeeted ; and their happiness and prQBperit>f - are 
sedolonsly cultivated.* Tbe armies also vhiefa 
jdttfend India are principally native amii(fB,"8u- 
.fkeHdr by their discipline and l^e description «f 
tbMr xjfflcBrs, to' any tbin^ whiob HtndoBtan, as 
now oircumstanoed, - can hopey ■ without soinft 
dighty- morel ahftn^e, tO'see'turayedi;^ and'tbe^ 
«re 'rendeieiii ' inMtely superier tO' any^ <l»r6e 
winch any fittropean ^p^ee ' could bring agaln^ 
tbem,' by ^ir' th«ntKigh' adaptol^iott to -tbe 
.^Ablate, tbe" great' enemy" with ! ^Hiikfh 'tbreigi 
liri>mb>\r(niM'haf« to' oontend.j Tbe nbsna bf 
taecrditiDg ouv Indian armies 'alsot^are aliiisst 
wilfaoat limit. 

>■ '^he West-Indian ColoDi«8, however, pd^siess od 
buch resources. '-They have, one and all, protested 
«gatiMt committing any part of tJieir defeirc^ M 



* Tbe measure ander discussioQ coQstitutea,' il is admitted, 
Vd hupbrtantdeviarttonfrDtn these principles, and- is therefore 
llMiaakledtto exeitc liiicoBtents in India ; and this, .mt^estioa- 
ably, is one strong groniid of objection against it. 
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neU«« troops, ' and tbey indat oa beiog: gtmrdtd 
by Europeans at -wbatefBr ffiipense of Fifeiahd 
treasme. Their idaveE^oatiianibet-higthBwiiatsiKb- 
palatloD ia aliDOBt e^eiy cah^yby at leaatttweirt^ 
to' one, fono, tbc' great objeat ;qI, their eptiMbcdf- 
4Jdnfi,' amA it 18 agiaintt Ihem thsy b^Te<tof mabiplgr 
pccdwoftioDB. Had it been the pa^y ofi, Wort 
Indims to «U»ch:to~tbetii tfaeoegro and eokntna^ 
popHleiHQBt.'bysacbao&wes&as kaslkteD fMraood 
ibtbe S^atiii^(K>loiu0ejtbey~'nigliti Ritb4at(doM% 
hftve-pciiad upoa it in tJ^ibo«r «! don^ilxriBit 
ita nbatiigbt ouiijit be-nicwfjd ^atKpreseatii-hiijt 
as a .must e$ tcwsbiutibki matter^* reqaidog 'i»if 
«i6park>t»igHite,if<alid teprbduoetthe' inostiltm- 
uetidQu^ of' a)) e-Kploeions P 1q talk Dfi tb# B«»)(trfAy 
of : posteKiems wberc niBMeeBhtireatieibs' o( tJK 
pOfHilatioD ars bovrettiHotwD under thtejnJtA^f 'ft 
personal and d«i;radtBg'8eriiitud& is fatitityi; e^ 
pecially wbiie Hayii towers among tbetn in-atlitlte 
BtreogUkaod VigouE df'a lUierty n£i#Iy. acbtracd 
bf blood andveDgeBDce^ and wbile the continent 
of South America has proclaimed the emaitci^ 
tioDOf tbeir fe)tow«. Can the security of Jam^a, 
Sor example, almost witbin view of Hayti, aod 
to leeward of it; or can that of our coloaieis jn 
Guiana, with a boundless continent behind 
our plantations, and with a free popcdftioo 
advQpciog to meet the slaves of those plautatjoos 
wkh oflfers of liberty and fraternizatioo, be ptaoed 
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far <weinoaieQtiDconk(>ar>aoD vfith the secerity of 
o«r ladiaQeiQfNre? Let it be remembered also 
tbat-ve have no guarantee against aDother war 
vitli America. We baire shown her the ralnerable 
point of oar West-Indian possesBions. In the 
last war we invited her slares in the South, by 
Uie tempting prospect of liberty, to j(Hn our 
staodard, and take part agmnst their niaatera. 
Suppose, in the case of another war with that 
power, a descent made on the Island of Jamaica 
hy a black Ameriieaa army cominissiooed to 
liberate tb^r brethren. What could tiie white 
population effect against soch a force ? R^ment 
after regimcBt might come from Europe to their 
aid; the dimate would sweep them off as fast 
as. they came. Let it be recollected also 'what a 
mexe luuidfnl of resolnte maroons was able to 
eflfectt aboat twenty-^even years ago, against the 
whole force of the island of JauaicaL Not more 
than 200 fighting men kept that whole force at 
bay for eight or nine months^ until they were 
iiMfucedf by a promise of complete amnesty, 
to lay down their arms. H»l that 200 been fiO(W, 
OF even 2000^ the island would probably have 
then been loai to England. 

It cannot be denied, however, the West Id- 
diuDS ai^ae, that,~-7^ibe West Indies are 
a soarc4 qftveaUA to the mother country. 
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iiatf^af give tmtaisive empl^nntt to tmr 
manufacturers, and that their protkice, mer 
tmd abovt what isneetetanf te pay /0n the 
-goods exported thither, is all eonstOned m 
this covtUry, and coiUributes leag^ to ' the 
general prosperitif of the empire. 
■ A fall investigatioD of this point, it ia firmly 
believed, would show that the West ladies, -in- 
stead of being a source of wealth to this country, 
are really, as matters are dow< maoaged, a dead 
weight upon it, a source o(. ^lormous expense, 
wUhout any adequate reUini. For, in pursuing 
tbis-ioquiry, we must take into the accouQt,'|n((t 
simply the amount of our West-Indian <trade, bnt 
the amount oi what it costs us to maintain it\ aind 
the amount of what we- lose by the prefei<6nee 
we gi»e to tbea over other parts of the empire. 

With respect to the imports of sugar, rum, and 
coffee, it caBDOt be deni^ that the country is a 
loser instead of a gainer> by all we pay for' the 
]ffoduce of our W^t-Indian colonies, over and 
abovethe price we should pay if the present pre- 
ference were not given them. The amount of this 
excess (4 price may be estimated at upwards of- ft 
million and a half annually. The cost of defending 
and governing the Westlndies may be reckoned to ~ 
be, on an average, even without including times of 
war, from half a million to a million more. Here, 
Aen, is an absolute outlay of from two to three 
millions annoally, before we derive the slightest 
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profit from oar West-Indian trade, Ho« is tbts 
outlay to be compiensated F It will be said bjr 
, the produce and manufactures we export for the 
coDBuiDption of the West Indies. The amount 
of that export has been extraTagantly estimated 
by some persons even as high as seven or eight 
millions. But, io fact, it has seldom if ever ex- 
ceeded more than half the latter sum, and of 
that three-fourths, at the least, have been ex- 
ported. Dot for the consumption of the West 
Indies, but of Spanish South America; so that 
the real export to the West Indies for ^eir own 
coDBomption has probably not much exceeded a 
million annually. But even if the consumption of 
the West Indies amounted to twice or thrice that 
sum, no reasonable calculation of the profits 
upon it could exhibit any compeosatioD for a 
teDth-partofthe8UDiBaDnuallyexpended;in nukin- 
taining this factitious system. 

In ^cl, the gross amount of our maaafocturet 
consumed in the West Indies doe^ not equfU 
the direct charge which they bring upon us, , Bat 
whateTertbatamouDtmaybe, it would be w|nally 
called for in return for the sugars of afty other 
part of tbe empire ; and it would in that<case kke 
clear gain to tbe country. There would' be no. 
charges of two or three millioas to torn tbat> gain 
into an iinmeas« loss. ' . - 

But if, besides this, a calcolation were to be 
made of the enormous waste of capital which 
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. , as 

this^West-IiidianlMtery, for lottery il is, has been 
continaalljr causiog, and is now cansing, to this 
couDtry, it would astonish the public' The sugar- 
estatee of the West Indies have been cultivated 
«fa<^ly by capital drawn from this country. They 
areaowcahivatedbythe sameineaiis. Nay, the 
West-Indian sugar-planters, speaking generalFy, 
live, not on their own resources, bat on the ca- 
pital of onr merchants. Their plantations, they 
admit', and have admitted over and over again, | 
do not yield them, on the average, any profit * 
And' there can be no stronger proof of this, than 
is- afforded- by their own statements, which will 
b«> found in the Appendix. 

'Now coffipu'e all this with India. She pours 
capitaMnto this country instead of depriving us 
of it. We hate not first to buy the labourers at 
enarnoiffinifeS before we set them to work. We 
are not required to pay'upwards of amillioti and ' 
a IndfiaBtHM^Iy, by way of preminm, to encou- 
ra^'faer cultivation. Her defence and govern- [ 
m«atlcostms nolbing. The expense of every es- ' 
tabfiUunen^c^MWcted with her at home or abrda'd 
is deftayod frMi her own resources. Hie very 
sanigs-madein India by the European ctttl and ' 
military servants of the Company, ^d transferred 
to <Gr«aL Britain, baire< amounted to more, pro^ 
bably, during the last twenty -y«8W, than' *e 
whole net revenne derived, during -Ihe srtme pe^ 
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riod, by the planters of the West Indies from 
tbeir sugar-estates. 

I purposely forb^r from contrasting; the moral 
inflDences of the one and of the other system, 
and shall content myself with having shown 
that the alarms sounded ahont. loss of wealth 
from, a change of system ai'e utterly groahdless. 
No loss, I, believe, would be. incurred, but, on 
the contrary, a great gain would be realized tp 
. the community at lai^e, by throwiug open the 
• sugar-trade of this country to the free competition 
of India. 

. But why should it be. supposed that the con- 
sumption of our manufactures .evenin the West 
Indies will be diimoisbed by a change of system 
them All that the slaves would want to enable 
them to procure the clothbg aud other nece»- 
Baries they require, would be, that instead of the 
scanty supply now granted, them by their tnasters 
they should have time given them to supply tbenv^ 
selves. What they receivie from their: masters is 
the minimum required for decency and health. 
Their better and gayerclotheS are even now ptir^ 
chased by themselves, with the produce of th«r 
labour chiefly, on the Sunday. A day given to 
them in each week,, more than tbey now have, 
would produce a larger consumption among them 
of English manufactures than wotAd be produced 
by doubling the price of sugar. 
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This subject may be illustrated by a refereoce 
to the case of Hayti. Besides a considerable 
trade which this island maintains with France 
and Germany, and the amount of British mahn- 
factures which it annually consumes, it carries 
on a very extensive commercial intercourse with 
the Uiiited States. It appears, from official docu- 
ments laid before Congress, that in the year end- 
ing S^tember, 1821, there had beert imported 
into the United States from Hayti, produce 
amounting in valne to 2,246,237 dollars, and 
exported from the United States direct. to Hayti, 
goods amounting in value to 2,270,60 T dollars. 
The tonnage belonging to the United States ein^ 
ployed in this trade amounted to 50,000 tons, 
being double that which was, employed in the 
whole trade of the Spanish and Portuguese posr 
sessions in America, Cuba excepted. Both its 
export and import trade with the United States 
was equal to one-half of the trade Vblch'tbe 
United States carried on, in the same y6ar, vtith 
all the possessions, in the West Indies and South 
America, of Great Britain, France, Hdllwid, 
Denmark, Sweden, and Spain, Cuba excepted. 
Besides this, many vessels are stated to bare 
cleared olit from the United States for the West 
Indies generally, or for St. Bartholomew's and 
St. Thomas's, which afterwards proceeded to 
Hayti and disposed of their cargoes there. In 
addition to all which the anomalous state of the 
f2 
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political relations of Hayli is to be taken into the 
account, as preventing the developement of her 
resources and faculties. If her independence were 
acknowledged, and the fears of invasion obviated, 
she might be expected soon to double her com- 
merce. 

But after all that can be said, what can be more 
decisive of the question than this P We have in 
the West Indies a costly and diminishing popnia- 
tion of aboDt seven or eight hundred thousand 
consumers, niueteen-twentieths of these in the 
lowest state of degradation ; and in the East Indies 
a population of 100 millions, consisting, of all 
varieties of ranks, wbo cost us nothing, to whose 
demands for our manulactures an impnlse has 
been given which, if duly encouraged, and not 
cramped by such injudicious restrictions as that 
we are now considering, will rise to an extent 
infinitely beyond the demand of the West Indies 
multiplied twenty fold. 

I shall here quote an authority in farbur of the 
astonishing growth of our export trade to India, 
to which the Aiends of Government, at least, will 
not object; thatof the official view given of the " ad- 
ministration of our affairs at the commencement of 
1823." We are there told, page 145, that, in IBlfi, 
we exported only 604,800 yards of printed cotton 
to British India ; but that, in 1821, we exported 
7,602,245yards,and,inl822, 9,079,8(16 yards. In 
1815, we exported to India only 213,408 yai-ds of 

L ,l,z<..t,C00gIf 



plain cottons ; in 1821, the qaantity was 6,724,031 
yards; and, ia 1822, 9,940,736 yards, an increase 
in seven years in this last instance amounting to 
upwards of forty-five fold ; and in the former to 
upwards of sixteen fold. And what limit can be 
put to the progressive augmentation of this trade, 
but the power of obtaining a 'return for onr ex- 
ports, a power of which the protecting duty on 
Bast-Jodian sugar goes to deprive us ? 

But there is another class of arguments to 

which it will be well to advert. It is said, 

The distress of the West Indies has been. 

caused hy the act of the British parliament 

abolishii^ the slave-trade. Theif have been 

deprived of that source of adding to their 

population, while it has been enjoyed by the 

colonies of other nations. This privation 

has proved a serious injury to their interests, 

and for this injury, of which they have been 

the patient and uncomplaining sufferers, 

they ought to be indemnified in some degree 

by the monopoly of the home-market. 

Now, unless the West Indians are disposed to 

maintain and to act upon a principle, which they 

have often most indignantly disavowed when it 

. has been charged upon them by abolitionists, 

namely, that it is cheaper to buy slaves than to 

breed them ; that is to say, that it would have 

been better for them not to have reared a single 
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negro daring the last twenty years, but to hare 
gone on working out their gangs and buying new, 
as postmasters do their horses in thja country : — 
unless I say they adopt this principle, in all the 
extent of its merciless application, the ai^ument 
has no relevancy whatever to their present cir- 
cumstances; for every cargo of slaves, added to 
their existing stock, would have aggravated their 
.distress instead of diminishing it. The evil under 
which they have laboured has been this, that they 
have had too many slaves employed in growing 
8U^;ar. The quantity produced has- been more 
than Great Britain was willing to consume ; and 
from foreign markets, bnt for the bounty allowed 
them, they would hi any case have bee^ excluded 
by the circunistance, avowed by themselves, of the 
sapoior fertility of the soil of foreign colonies as 
compared with our own, (Guiana, perhaps ex- 
cepted,) and the cousequenUy greater cheapness 
at which foreign sugars may -be supplied. The 
question therefore is, not whether they might not 
have been better off had the foreign as w6U as the 
British slave-trade been put. an £nd to ? possibly 
they might: Init the real question is, would they 
not have been worse off had they possessed those 
means of Inoreosiog their population, and extend- 
ingtheircultivation of mi gari which the slave-trade 
Would have afforded them? The infallible conse- 
quence must have been, that the great mass Of im- 
ported slaves wouid have flowed towards Gniana. 
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Its fertile soil vonld have .tempted speculators. 
The quantity ofaagar grown there would proba- 
bly by tkis time have swelled to four pr five, times 
what it DOW is. . The iugar of the old islands, 
with the exception.of a few rich spots, would thus 
have been greatly undersold, and its culture in 
those islands mus^ therefore, have been generally 
abandoned. 

' Now iet us suppose suCb- a case to have ac- 
tually happened, and I would ask, what remedy 
it would have been possible to apply to it? Wq 
could not have said, " the fertility of Guiana has 
ruined all our old islands, we will therefore give 
to the latter a protecting duty against the &}paier." 
Had we done this, the planters of Guiana might 
well have clamoured aboutinjustice, vested rights, 
capital sunk, Sec. &c. &c. Bat wherein does the 
present case (Uffer in point of principle ? Ju anr 
otiier p»tof the British dominions, equally entitled 
at least with Guiana to favour and encouragement^ 
tram the f^Uity of soil and other circumstances, 
sngar may be ^vwn so as greatly to- undersell the 
West Indies, notwithstanding the. higher freight 
and insurance with which it )a loaded.. .ObghE 
not' things to be I^ to their natural course in this 
case, just as they would, of necessity have been 
left ID the other, or as they must have been left 
in the case of our having conquered St. Do- 
mingo and annexed it to the British Crown? 
Our West-Indian sugar-planters will at least be no 
worse off now than they would have been had we 
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siicceeded id conquering St Domingo, or had tbe 
great object of their petitions and remonstrances 
for twenty years been attained, in' tbe continuance 
of the slave-trade, until Guiana had been com- 
pletely peopled. If it be said that we should, in 
that case, have had a compensation for the ruin of 
the old colonies in tbe prosperity of St. Domingo 
or of Guiana, still the present complainants, the 
planters of the old islands, would have been 
ruined ; and as far as respects the national inte- 
rests, it may be safely affirmed, that we have, in 
British lodia, a better and cheaper, as well as a 
humane and guiltless compensation for any'possi-: 
ble injury the West Indies may sustain from tbe 
removal of the protecting duty. 

But to return: it can, in no way, he shown; 
that tbe state of the West Indians would have 
been bettered ; on the contrary, it could easily be 
shown, that it would have been deteriorated, by 
the continuance of the slave-trade, under any 
circumstances which would not actually imply 
the barbarous and revolting principle of its beiog 
more profitable to work out their slaves by hard 
labour, and to supply their place by purchases 
from Africa, than to treat them humanely and to 
encourage their increase. 

. So far, indeed, is the present argument of tbe 
colonists from being correct, that it might be de* 
moQstrated that the West Indies have suffered, not 
from the slave-trade having been abolished in 1807, 
but from its not having been abolished fifteen 
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years earlier ; aud that it was uot then abolished 
was the fault of the West Indians themselves, 
who, on every renewal of the question from 1787 
downwards, opposed the abolition with the 
whole weight of their powerful influence. The 
consequence has been that the quantity of sugar 
entitled to. admission to the home-market has 
been increased from nearly two millions of cwls. 
in 1787 to nearly four millions in 1821. The 
distress, therefore, under which they labour is 
their own proper act, the effect of their own blind 
and pertinacious' attachment to the slave-trade; 
and by the. abolition of that trade they have, in 
fact, been saved from still greater distress. 

In short, the West Indians have suffered, not 
from the abolition of the slave-trade by Eng- 
land, but from their own obstinacy in resisting 
its earlier abolition ; from the impolicy of not op- 
posing the settlement by British capital, ahd the 
subsequent retention of the Dutch conquered 
colonies, the sugars of which have increased ten- 
fold since the year 1800, and amount to consider- 
ably morethan the surplus which oppresses them ; 
from their extending the cultivation of sugar, 
and even substituting it of late years for that of 
other articles ; from their continuing, in many of 
the islands, to proceed on the ruinous system of 
not growing their own provisions and other 
supplies at home, but importing them from 
abroad at a higher rate, that they might have 
more labour to bestow on the culture of an ar 

Doiizccb, Google 



tide already gjown in excess; aDd from their 
inost iDhumaDly and impoliticly, not to aay im- 
piously, exacting from their slaves seven days 
labour instead of six. 

But it is ai^ed that although it would have 
■ bee» better for the West Indians had they 
agreed to abolish the slave-trade at an earlier 
period, ^et that now, it is of the utmost 
importance to check the foreign slave-trade ; 
and that this can in no way he more surely 
^eeted than by giving encouragement to 
our men colonies, securing to them the 
market of Great Britain, and (^emng to 
them the market of the world besides. 
To this I reply, that the eflFect of sach encou- 
ragement, if itproduce any effect at all, most he 
to raise' the price of British plautatioa sugar. 
But in what way is such a rise to operate so as 
to produce the firoposed result of checking the 
foreign slave-trade? It obviously caouot raise 
the price of British plantation sugar, without 
raising the price of foreign sugar also. But a 
rise in the price of foreign sugar must operate, 
not as a cheek but as an encouragement to the 
slave-trade. Nay the danger will be, and a 
very formidable danger it is, that, tbrougfi 
the temptation of high prices, the slaive-trade 
will revive in our own colonies. If the.cnl- 
tnreof sugar should become much more profit- 
able to our planters, the effect will inevitably be. 
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that specalation will be excited, aod that means 
will be fduad to soauggle Hlaves from Cuba into 
Jamaica, aod from Surioam into Demerara, io 
spite of every .«ff<n*t tliatim&y-be made to pre* 
Tent it. 

The idea of patting & stop to the slave-trade 
by artificially rising the price of the produce. of 
slave-labour eeems the most absurd and extra* 
vagant which ever entered the mind of any one 
pretending to be a statesman. Its true cure is to 
admit sugar and other articles, the produce of 
free labour, to fair competition in this and every 
market, and in a short time it will be found that 
neither slavery nor the slave-trade will be panted 
for their growth. 

But such a result as this, it is further argued, 
only establishes the gross injustice of the 
attempt to remove the protecting duty on 
sugar ; -^ Its effect, it is admitted, wUl 
supersede slavery. Sut the system of slavery 
in the West Indies has been encouraged by 
Great Britain, and the planters hold their 
slaves on the faith of parliarnent. The 
very appi'ehension, therefore, thai this sys- 
tem nuiy_be endangered, by the measure of 
removing the protecting duty, is of itself a 
sitfficiefU ground for r^ecting that measure. 

This ai^ument involves t^ie grave question of 
the perpetiiatioH of ^avery: in the British domi- 
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nioD8. It . involves this frigbtful cobseqaence, 
that not only the slaves now existing there, but 
their posterity for ever, shall irretrievably remain 
in their present state of bondage. This could 
never have been contemplated by the British 
legislature, and least of all by the legislature 
which abolished the African slave-trade as radi- 
cally inhuman and unjust, and which continues, 
from year to year, to express its deep-rooted ab- 
horrence of that traffic. With what consistency 
could parliament, after having solemnly denoun- 
ced the original injustice which consigned the 
negroes in the West Indies to bondage, intend 
that tljey and their posterity for ever should re- 
main in that cruel and hopeless state P The 
whole course of the parliamentary discussions 
pn the subject prove not only that no such in- 
tention was ever entertained, but that the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade was regarded as certainly 
leading to the amelioration and iinal extinction 
of slavery in the West Indies. Such were the 
views of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, of Lords Gren- 
ville and Grey, of Mr. Wiiberforce and of every 
person who took a forward part in the question. 
Nay, it will be found that even the late Lord 
Melville, then Mr. Dundas, directed his view, 
from the very beginning of the controversy, to 
the ultimate emancipation of the staves in the 
West Indies. In a speech, which he made in the 
House of Commons, as early as the 2d of April; 
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1792, he distinctly avowed this purpose, and a 
part of his speech was devoted to reconcile 
T/est Indians to such an eventual result, as 
being called for not only by a regard to justice 
and consistency, but by the true interests of the 
planters themselves. In short, ample notice has 
been given to the West Indians that it was the 
settled intention of all classes of British states- 
men to bring to as early a termination as naight 
be found safe and practicable tbis opprobrious 
. condition of human existence. 

But even if we should admit that encourage- 
ment had of lale been given to slavery in the 
West Indies, is that a reason why discourage- 
ment should attach to free labour in British India? 
Is that a reason why the East should be depres- 
sed in order to maintain unmitigated the bondage 
of the West ? If encourj^ement must he given 
to the institution of slavery, it ought to be given 
by other means than by the stern exclusion of so 
large a part of the empire fVom the full benefits 
of British rule and protection. Besides, the cir- 
cumstance that favour was once shown to a par- 
ticular institution, or to a particular set of mo- 
nopolists, is no good reason, nor has it ever been 
accounted such, for never varying our policy.* 



• Id Mr. Pitt's memoj^ble speech of the 2d April, 1792, I 
fiad the following passage, whicii may serve as a decisive 
answer not only to tlie present argunienl, but to tlic plea of au 
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InDDfnerable precedents might be produced to 
the contrary ; and, certainly, if we are to be at 

ioVJolable compact having been made with the West lodiana, in 
ftvoar of tfaoT monapoiy of the sngar-market ' 

'* Does any man think," uks Mr. Pitt, " that the slave- 
trade ha> received any lueh parliamentarjr sanction as most 
place it more out of the juriadicUon of the legislature, for 
ever after, than the other branches of our Dational commerce 1 
Is there any one regolation of any part of our comnwrcf, 
which, if this argument be valid, may not equally be objected 
to, on the ground of its aSectiug some man's patrimony, soae 
man*s property, or some man's expectations t Let it never be 
forgotten that the argumeut I am caovassing would be just as 
strong if the possessions affected were small end the possessors 
hnmble; for, od every piindple of justice, the property of 
any single mdivtdual, or small number of individuals, is u 
•acred as that of the great body of West-India Planters. Jus- 
tice ought to extend her protection, with rigid impartiality, to 
the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to the humble- 
If the laws respectiog the slave-trade imply a contract for its 
perpetual continnance, I will venture to say, there does not 
pass a year without some act equally pledging the faith of pai^ 
liament to the perpetuating of some other bnmch of commerce. 
In short, no new tax can be imposed, nor any prohibitory duty 
ever laid on any branch of trade, before regulated by parlia- 
ment, if this principle be admitted. Besides this, a contract 
for the continuance of the slave-trade must have been void 
even from the beginning ; for, if tliia trade is an outrage upon 
justice, and only another name for fraud, robbery, and mur- 
der, will any man urge that the legislature could possibly, by 
any pledge whatever, incur the obligation of being an accessary, 
or, 1 may even say a principal, in the commission of such 
enormities, by sanctioning their continuance i As well might 
an individual think himself bound by a promise to commit an 
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all goided by the ^neral . toue of public feeling, 
and of parliamentary discussion^ on ^is point, 
we should say, that, for the last thirty years, 
slavery bad not. been encouraged, but discouraged 
in this country. Even the protection given to 
the sugar grown by slaves, has been given to it 
in the belief and expectation, vrhich, unhappily 
have proved but ill-fouuded, that the planters 
were sedulously employed in improving the con- 
dition of their slaves, so as to prepare them 
gradually for the enjoyment of their freedom. 
The whole of the discussions, I repeat.it, on the 
subject of the slave-trade itself, from the year 
1789 to the year 1822, when an address was 
voted to His Majesty, respecting the slave-trade 
and slavery at the Cape of Good Hope,* proves 
this beyond contradiction. 

But it has been further argued, even by persons 
of high official authority, —Humamty to- 
wards the slaves themselves in the West IndieSt 
still more than consideration for the interests 
of the planters, requires that the sugars of 

aisMBUiation. To proceed on such grounds would iufringe all 
the principles of law, and subvert the very foundations of mo- 
rality." The reader has only tu apply this powerful reasonii^ 
to the pr«ent case. 

* See " Substance of the Proceedings in the House of Com- 
nlons, 25tb July, 1022; on the Occasion of Two Addresses to 
His Majesty." Printed for Hatchard. 
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the West Indies should be protected against 

East-Indian sugars. The removal of that 

jn-otectim would infaUihly ruin the flanters; 

and the coasequ^nce would be, that the slaves 

must starve. 

This argument, however, appears to me to 

proceed oa aa eotire ignorance of all the facts of 

the case. 

It would be admitted, with respect to the inha- 
bitants of apy other country than the West In- 
dies, that the growth of food is tbegrand means 
of preventing the starvation of its inhabitants, 
proyided the country is capable of [H'oduciag it. 
Take India, for example^ and if it were asked, 
what is to preveut the starvation of the people of 
that country, should we not reply, that it was 
the abundance and the cheapness of foodf 
If ^y man were to say of India, " Discourage 
the growth of indigo, and the population will 
starve," he would be considered as uttering a 
roost extravagant proposition. The growers and 
muiufiicturers of indigo might suffer, indeed; 
but the only effect on the general state of the 
population would be, that rice, if it were want- 
ed, would be grown where indigo was grown 
before ; and that the means of sustentation would 
be more, rather than less, abundant. Now, if 
this be true, in regard to countries having a 
free population, it is much more infallibly true 
of countries cultivated by slaves, whose labour 
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the planto* may direct at pleasare, and by which 
laboar it is that be and his fitmily, as well as 
the slaves tbemselves, are to be fed. At 
present, in many of the islands, this food is pro- 
cured for them from abroad, in a manner the 
most disadvantageous. The labour of the . 
plantation is devoted mainly, if not exclusively, 
to the culture of sugar, and it is by provisions 
purchased with the proceeds of this sugar, that both 
the master and bis slaves are supported. Now, if 
the proprietor is obstinately bent on cultivating 
sugar at all hazards aud nothing else, it cannot 
be denied that, if its culture yield no profit, he 
aud ' his slaves must starve. But we should 
hardly veqlure to attribute such infatuation to 
any rational agent, as that he should continue to 
expend labour on an article the profits of which 
will not even pay the expense of feeding the 
labourer, white he possesses the means himself 
of raising' food in abundance ; and if there beany 
circumstances in the West-Indian sysftem which 
lay him under the necessity of doing so, it is only 
another proof that the system is effete, and that 
it DQgfat to be abandoned. In every other case, and 
whynot in the preseirt, this course at least wonld 
be o'peD to the planter, namely, to grow provi- 
sions ta the full extent of his own wants and that of 
his slaves, before he diverted their labour to other 
less argent objects. It is obvious, that if bis 
slaves tffe not supplied with food they can yield 
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blui no labour nt all, for any purpose. Bat, fawing 
the land and the labourers, if be or tb^y fltane, 
ft can only be his own feuH. The applica- 
tion of an adequate quaotity of laboor to th4 
gtuwtfa of proTisiona would effectually pretenl 
tbis result, — ffouldpreveut the fauiine of bis slaves, 
and at least preserve to him entire his stock Of 
labourers, who luitst otherwise perish; and hisnot 
soapplyiDgitistbemore inexcusable, because the 
legistative acts of the colonies, and the evidence 
ef the colonists concur in showing that sixteen 
days in the year, exclusive of Sunday, Ate'svA- 
cient for ibis purpose. 

But it win be said, all this may be tme ; bat 
Whence is the proprietor to derive the interest on 
his capital, the means of supporting his station 
in society, of educating bis children ? These, 
however, are quite different questions. We were 
ETupposinga state of things, a stateaetoally affirmed 
by the West Indians to exist, in which sugar 
yielded no profit, and in which, therefore, a 
change to the plan saggested could not deteriorate 
the planter's condition, while it would completely 
secure the slaves against the threatened evil of 
famine. If neither on the one plan nor the other 
the planter can meet bis engagements, he stands 
precisely in the situation of every other indivi- 
dual who is bankrupt in bis means, and wiio 
must compound with his creditors. But surely, 
even in that case, it "^ould be ibflnitely more' for 



Doiizc^bvCoogle 



lite beiieflt of bia estate to have applied a lai^e 
portion of labour to tbe growth of provieioQB, ia 
oooseqaence of which the Jabourers wa« all 
bedthy flod roboet, and Ae population pn^res- 
sive, than to hare n^lected this obvious meana 
fff prondiog for them, until they b^an to die of 
huager and emaciation, among the noprofitablo 
sweets tfaey^were forced to cnltivete, without bene- 
fit, nay, wilit rain, as it wonld seem, both to 
themaetres and their master. 

We will fluppose an estate in the island of No- 
pis, with three hondred acres of cane land, enl- 
tivated by two hundred slatnes, on one fauodred 
acres of 'which the canes are «nnnaliy replanted. 
It yieldfl two hundred hogsheads of sugar, and 
the slaTCS are fed with coru imported from abroad. 
Tbe sugar, however, when sold in England, has 
not sufficed even to pay tbe advances made up(« 
it for tbe purchase of the food that bad beea m- 
quired to sustain tbe slaves during the labours of 
tbe preceding year. The consignee refuaes to 
make any ferther advance for that purpose ; the 
arrears of last yeai- are unpaid, and the planter 
SDiMt therefore provide bis aopfHies from some 
«Aber qoarter. Now, what is there in the nstore 
of tbing« (what there nay be in tbe Wesi-lB(ti*n 
system is another question) to prevent tbe owner 
of this estate, instead of replanting one hundred 
acres of bis land with sugar cane, to plant the 
whole, or a part of it, with provisions, which 
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would yield him their return on the spot, io the 
course of three or fonr months, and render all 
advancetorthefoodoftheslavesunnecessary? He 
would send less sugar.it is true.tomarket; but be 
and his slaves would have been fed without the ne- 
cessity of anticipating the proceeds of what he did 
send. He would he a richer man by pursuing 
this course, and his slaves, instead of heiDg 
starved, would he exceedingly benefited. The 
consignee (probably also the mortgagee) wottld 
lose, it is true, a part of his usual comniissioos ; 
but, surely, even as his interests are concerned, 
he would find more than a compensation for any 
such loss in the beneficial effects of the plan now 
su^ested ; a plan to the adoption of which there 
can exist no real obstacle, (no obstacle that any 
man who has a regard to his character would 
dare to avow,) and which plan, if adopted, wotdd 
effectually obviate all danger of famine.* 

In the island of Barbadoes, the quantity of 
sugar which is grown is very small, iti proportion 
to its population, as compared with the other 
islands. But have the negroes been therefore 
starved, or have the proprietors therefore been 
visited with greater distress than other West 
Indians? Oo the contrary, a considerable por- 



* See, in coafinnation of thig view of the lutyect, Mr. Rob- 
Icj's pamphkt, alieady alluded to. See also, in further eluci- 
dation of the real state of things in thii respect. Appendix D. 
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tioD of laboar is applied to the growth of pro- 
Tisions, and to the raisiog of all that the island 
can produce \vbich may be made available to the 
SDsteDtatioD and comfort of the master and the 
slave. Proprietors, at the same time, are more 
. geuerally resident than in the other islands, and 
they thus save the expense of an establishment i|i 
England, while they are enabled to superintend 
Jtbeir own plantations, and to draw from them, by 
tbe right application of the labour that would . 
otherwise be comparatively unproductive, abun- 
dant means of subsistence for themselves and 
their families. And the slaves, how do they fare? 
Certainly better than in many of the neighbouring 
islands. Instead of a scanty allowance being 
grudgingly dealt out to them from the costly 
barrel of corn, or rice, or floor, which has been 
sent from England or America, damaged, per- 
haps, through sea water, or spoiling from mere 
age,, or swarming with weavils or with maggots, 
they have their food without stint, fresh from the 
neighbouring plantain-walk, or field of yams or 
-Gassada, or Indian or Guinea corn, wholesome, 
pleasant, and nutritious. The consequence is, 
that, at the present moment, notwithstanding the 
peculiar harshness of the Barbadian slave-code, 
the filave-popnlatioo of Barbadoes alone (the Ba- 
hamas ought also to be esicepted where there is 
DO sugar culture) seems to exhibit auy'perceptible 
increase ; and this doubtless arises not only from 
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the abuodance of find whicb the system itn wUdi 
BAtlsadoes has proceeded proctires fOr the* alave^ 
but from fhe lighter species of labour wtucb it 
imposes upon bim. 

And here let it be knovo to tboae irbd taVk 6f 
bamabtty to the slave, as the motive whicb impels . 
them to protect and encourage the grovttb 6f 
sug^r in the West Indies, that they cruelly ztiA 
fetally mistake the whole case. St^iar-plantiiig; 
&s there conducted, is by far the most severe awl 
bai^ssiog of all the occupations in wbtch (be ^kVes 
citn be employed. It is this particular branch of 
labour, froiA the mode in which it is earried ot>, 
Uiat wears dofru their strength, and abiidges tbeir 
fiVes, abd p^odnceid tbeextraordkiftry pbenomenon 
of an almost unlvefs^lly-d^creasidg, or, at the most, 
not increasing population, wherever sugar isnhfe 
^rand article of grtiwth i; and that, to6, in a cobq- 
fry df sath extraordiii^y ferttttty tbat a raab 
'fi^ctfoh of the year sufficed to raise food for 
'}f6 Shhabitants. Want of food and excessite 
iabouf, eittracled by the cart-wbip, will iD<k»d 
iltt>duce thesame efl%cts iipon popiilationt wlnlt- 
«tei- be the article cultivated. But the caltava>- 
lion of sugar is necessarily oppressivev even 
ivhe^eibod is abundant, and where no peculiar 
severity 6fdl§ciplineis employed to obtain Idboui:'. 
It 'fe most importhfit, therefore, Ihat those who 
hav£ any n^rd to the plea of humanity, and 
who do not lose it inerely for the sake of effect in 
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lU^BiQiili^ aluMild know ;tbat whatever eocourage- 
taeiA b gVT^D to Qbe conliiMBtxie or t^ kiciieafie 
«f sugar*<»kiTalioii, inlheWest ladies, oonliauee 
tsr Jacreases the irretcfaedness <al£ tbs slave id a 
liagvee that wonld attdDti no o^er specie* of 
ouhiTatioii wkscb jtuight be sabstituted for it 

Btititnia; befutitber asked :~^Hotc, if tie West- 
.htilumsugar-piamiershouidhtweto emcawHim 
ike depresting ^ompeUUon tjf East-Indian 
eugtarx, is he tojatdthetnewu of purchasing 
Jbr Jits eiavts (besides their escidmt orfocn- 
naoeous food) the ^h, the clothing, the 
tgots, ^. which they require ? 
To this (piei*ieD aa aaswer has, in fact, beeo al- 
xandf given ; and, I repeat, tfaat all that is neces- 
9my for *hi» fiurpose, Is to give the slaves time to 
ppoouretbftse th»^ for Uiemecdves, In Jamaica, 
ifor £Kamp4e, at tim preaeot moment, the elaves eu^ 
loUiged to raise the wboie of tlie provisions re- 
quired for thetEttelves and then* fanriiies, frith the 
'e«ee[dioB«f a'littleflfflt-ftBh ; and to enable them to 
do this, d| tfhetime that is allowed them bylaw, be- 
■ideBithe^ndey, istibeat cixteen days in the year. 
This «ceBty poptioa o( their time is declared, by 
tbk legislature Kjt Janoaica, in an act passed in 
WIS, <to be saftcient to exenipt theiBiteter from all 
iaMigatiotito)M-ovidefoodfortiis ^ves. Atud, In 
poiotof ifect, it ie the odiy means the slaves in 
tiult island, gonendly i^>eaking, tiave of procoring 
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subsistence. Now it will be allowed, tbat the foo^ 
o£the alweisbyfarthe^MurjeiitoffiHtbeolMtrgeg 
to wbicfa a master is liable ou his acooubt In 
value, it probably exceeds ewry: otber char^ 
twenty times told. But from this besvy charge 
the Jamaica proprietor diseac^mbere himfelf by 
g;ivirig to his slave sixteen days in tbe year, 
etxdusire of Sunday. And this small fragment of 
time, as West Indians themselves have ofleo tes- 
tified, not only enables the slave to feed himself, 
bot to buy gay clothing and various comforts, 
19; it DOt then perfectly obvious, that if, instead of 
sixteen days in the year, tbe master were to give 
his slaves fifty or sixty day-S, to be employed in the 
cultivation of their provisiou groands, or in any 
other way for their own benefit in which they might 
<thoose to employ the time, he might not oolyasnow 
release himself from the heaviest burden of all, 
that of feeding them, but also from tbe ch&rge'of 
providing tbem with saltrfisb, ctottdn^ or tooted: 
Spch an arrangement could not fail to prove bigbljt 
beneficial, and tbat in a variety of ways, both 
to the master and the slave. It is impossible to 
d«ny that if such a plan be found pEactioable, 
apd be in fact universally practised iu Jamaica^ to 
the extent of exempting the master from tbe chai^ 
of feeding his slaves, no good reason can be given 
for its not being carried into efifect, to a still greater 
extent, . in that island; or why the example of 
Jamaica should not be imitated by all the other 
colonies. 



Hhete is only one ottier arg^ment-of Iktc Vfi^ 

IndHins vhicb I hav6 met ^tHtbat reuaim' 

to be Doticdd. It is of thefbllowii^ MifA!^^ 

If tke circumiUmce that the West In^^af^ 

eultivaudb^ <iiaoes be made on ebfectiai-^ tf^ 

preference given to the sugar there prwlM^r 

over the sugar of the East Indies, the fMi 

ought to be known that the sugar of the East' 

Indies is also cultivated by slaves, the compA-' 

r^ive severity of whose treatment, and ikt 

comparative amount of whose iabotir fofcib^ 

GTiracted from them, can alone aceoaYit jlW 

rte checker rate at which East-Indian mgii^ 

may be procured. The claims of htmtamVff 

itself therefbre demand, that the present sy^^ 

■ temshouid be mtnntained in preference tothat 

which it is proposed to substitute for it: ' ' "' 

' Isit'then thc&ct tKat the fii^ar brangfaVto'tfi' 

ft-om the East 'Indies is cultirated by sltfre^fl 

This has beoD strenmmsly asserted both in pAt^ 

liament and out of it, and in sapport of the al!e<^ 

gation Dr. Francis Buchanan's statistical work' 

on the Mysore has been cUed as conckisiTe; 

This work indeed has supplied the only preteQe<e 

of a ground for it. But it has done so solely bj' 

inean» of a complete misrepresentation of his 

statements. The work of Dr. Buchanan nfflked 

no allusion to those provinces of BritiEdi India 

from which sugar is brought to this country, nor 
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does it refer in the remotest d^ree to the state of 
society there. It ref«rs «i[plusive|y to tfae ,pro- 
viB«e of Mysfwe Mid the distrKto oeded to us io 
its ueiglibourhood, where tugw ia very little cul- 
tivated 4 wbeie DODe certaiBly is cultivated for ex- 
portatioo ; but into whicb^ on tbv contrary, it is 
DeeeMary Io import sugar, for Uieir cooswupUon, 
fnHD Bengal or Siam. This last ftct is proibi- 
■ottly and distinctly RKhibited,b|r Dr. BuchaQao, 
in tlie very chapter fiwa vrbich the sxtmcta have 
been drawB whiob.were inteoded to {HOve ^atthe 
sugar brought bitber from tbe Bast iodies is cul- 
tivated by slaves. It is readily admitted' that it 
appears, frvtn Dr. Bof^aoan's work, that, at the 
time of our coaqnest of the Mysore^ (for be wrote 
immediately after its coaqiiest,) slavery, to a small 
CQiteBt, existed in soobe districts «f it ; and be 
describes the ooadition of tbe Btaves there as 
sufficiently wretched. But tbe rest of tbeiu^- 
meBt is supplied by tbe iogenuity of tbe geotlemen 
who brought it forward, aod who seem t« bave 
aitned to produce an impremioQ, cootrary to 
koowu &ctB, and ia oppositioa even to Dr. 
Bucbanaa'a statemeuts'As tbey respect the Aff> 
sore itself, tbat this slarery is general tjhm^bout 
HindoBtan ; aad also thai tbe sugar brought hithcar 
from India is cultivated by tbe very slaves vrkom 
staleDr. Buchanan has deaciibed. And y«t,iiiitbe 
vtrychapter where thai slavery is spokea of, tbe ' 
author not only does not asteit tbat sugifr is ex* 
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pelted hota tbnt quarter to Great Britaia, but he. 
aotDBlly asserts,' on tb6 contrary, that a great part 
of tbe«ugar C(»lsuineA there is imported ioloit 
chiefly frbat tbA v&rj province oi India, namely, 
fiengal, wbioh'femiBbes to Great Britain her exu^ 
plies of that article. 

. Sut in Bengal is not sugar cultivated by slaves ? 
Certainly not. Jn proof of this, I confidently isip- 
peal to M k-. Colebrooke, and every other authority 
on the subject who is worthy of credit., 
■ ifilill it is ai^gued, that whether- tbe.sug^.of 
India be the produce of slave or of free ,|aboi»^ 
its comparative cheapness proves that the cc^Mli- 
tionof the labonrer must be much worse, there 
Ihao it is in the West Indies i its cbeapnes^ 
Ibciiig. only resolvable into two circumstances, 
tbe igrbato* quantity Of toil which the labourer is 
ftuved to tnidei^o, or tbe smaller ammint of 
tlte necessaries and couaforts of life which he is 
•Uowed for bis labour*. But are there then no 
other malwrial circnkastances which influence the 
price of {MvduceF Is comparative. fertility of^oil 
nothing? The Assembly of Jamaica, ia their 
Report {^ 1788. already alluded to, sUte ths^ 
the avere^ yieldi^ <^ an acre of sugarrcajie in 
St Domingo was 38 cwt. while the average 
yielding of the most productive parish of Jamai- 
ca was otily 13, add of the whole i^knd only 8 . 
«wt. fwr atre, the same or a still greater q^ianUty 
etf labour being required to cultivate the latter than 
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the fonner. If we suppose the land employed in 
cultiraiiog sugar ia Beogal to be c^thesvoe fer- 
tility with that in St. Domingo, it is obvious th^ 
the same gaantity of labour would there produce 
from three to five times the quantity of sugar it 
would produce in the West -Indies* And sap- 
posing the lahonrer to work only half as bard in 
Ihdia as in Jamaica, be would prudtibe twice 
Ibe quantity, and be able to fare as wdl, and yet 
to sell it at half the price. 

Comparative fertility and adaptatioD of soil 
toay, therefore, of themselves explain the diff^ 
Tence. 

But there is another principle, do less impor- 
tant which must be taken into the account, 
■namely, the use of machinery in the culture of 
the soil. It must be admitted, indeed, thqA the 
agricultural machinery of the peasant of -Bengal 
is of a very rude and simple kind: his little 
plough, drawn by a horse or a cow, or both to- 
gether, may excite the ridicule of oar British 
agriculturists; but it is an engine of great power 
in tumiog up the soil, whrai compared with the 
manual labour which, aided only by the hoe, is 
employed, with few exceptions, to turn up the 
soil in the West Indies. The difference iu the 
cost of cultivation, from this single circumstance, 
would be found, all things else being the same, 
to be considerable-; and, when taken in ctrajiHic- 
tton with foiility of soil, is fyr more than saffi- 
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cient to accoDBl for the cbe^wieBS of tbe,«igw» 
of Bengal compared with those of the. W«rt 
lotlies. 

This, however, is not all. The cart-whip, pf the 
West Indies may, and without doubt gpnet- 
rally does, extract from the slave a greater qnau- 
tity of labour than would ever be voluntarily 
yielded by free men. Suppose that qaantitB^Jp 
be even twice as greet, still it would not coffft- 
pensate for the advantages^ on the side t^^the 
East Indies, arising from the other causes Aat 
have been mentioned, even if the very inteostey 
of the labour did not involve a cost of another 
kind, the cost of health and life^ A West-Indian 
cultivator, be it remembered, has first to bny fais 
labourers. Suppose him to have bought a hundmd 
labourers, for whom he has paid ^10,000. By 
means of the cart-whip we will further supppfie 
him to raise twice the quantity of sugar w|iit^, 
on soil of the same quality, a huodred BenCfl 
labourers would raise in the same time. iB^t 
can he therefore afford to sell his sugar at,bai( 
the price, or even at the same price ? CcrtAinty 
not. Supposing the sugar he prodooea .to»9dl 
for ^2000, while that produced bythefiengal 
labourerssellsonlyforjglOOO; yet half the«monat 
be receives for it must go to replace a waaMpg 
capital, and from the remainder there aie&ctluBr 
deductions to be made for the cost of supeiiaten- 
dence and of driving, and for the varioas other dis- 
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adrantages of a system which gites the labotirer 
an interest opposed to that of his master, ^nd which 
interest it therefore requires the most ceaseless 
Tigilaoce to counteracL 

But even this is not all. There is, io the rerj 
instrtation of slavery itself, something so radi- 
cally vicious that a blight seems, by the appoiot- 
ment of Providence, to accompany it. Both the 
bodily and mental enei^es of the slave &eem to 
contract into smaller dimensions. The elasticity 
and spring of principle and motive are wholly 
wanting. All is cold, and torpid, and stagnant, 
except when stimulated by the most debasing ef 
all impulses, thatwf the lash. To isxpect, there- 
fore, from a system of slavery, in any circum- 
stances, that it can, on the whole, andin thfe long 
run, enter into successful competition wHli a 
system of free^abour is to evince an absolute 
ignorance of all the attributes of humanity, no 
less than of the very first rudiments of pofitlcal 
science. As was well observed by Mr. Wilmot, 
in a late discassion in the House of Commons, 
when remarking on the pernicious effects of sla- 
very, both on the master and the slave : " It is 
the very reverse of mercy, which is twice blessed ; 
for this institution is twice cursed, cursing him 
who inflicts no less than him who bears it" 

'But it is not necessary to pursue this subject 
into all 'the painful peculiarities of the West- 
Indian 'system, my object in this paper being not 
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1o«xpo86 wbat I belief^to be (he many great and 
crying evils of tbat system, but to exaatine the 
ai^uRientB advancetl for contiouing and even in- 
creasing the protecting duty od East-Iadiao sugar. 

'I have only, however, as yet viewed one eideof 
this important question. There remain to be 
exhibited the numerous and cogent reasons, of a 
direct and positive kind, which may be assigned 
for relievii^ the East- Indian sugar trade Irom all 
TestHctions. This, however, has already been so 
ably and satisfactorily done by oth^n, tbat I do 
not feel it > necessary to swell this paper by efi- 
lai^*^!^ upon it. It will be sufficient to refer to 
the Report of the Committee of the Liverpool 
East-Indian Association, of the 9th May, 1922; 
to Mr. Cropper's Letters to Mr. Wilberforce ; and 
to a, pamphlet which has just made its appear- 
ance, pnblisbed by Aicbardson, and evideotly 
written by one who is a master of the whole sub- 
ject. ' His able and lucid statements cannot fail 
to produce a cousiderable effect on the public 
mind. The pamphlet is entitled" On Protection 
to West-India Sugar." 

Suffice it then to say, that while on the side of 
the protecting duty in question are ranged only 
the' West-Indian sugar-planters and their cre- 
ditors, amounting, possibly, on a lai^e estimate, 
to 50,000 persons ; on the other are placed tbe 
whole population of British India and of Great 
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Britain itself, ft) v^^m ^^yif,m(^p^n^x, M a4d«d 
tl)f slaYes^ of par sq^-pplofiics, . . , , .. , 

|^ui^^|>n.iv?jp)^, of comioerciial .e^pn^Hn^ cwpQt 
be .questioned; erep the. authpf p£;^^ '' 44wi' 

,qi8ti^(|i.9n .qf the Afl^iip ,qf..^^. J^cit^^f^'',^flM^- 
,<^i^|y,;ldIi,^t8 this <p. 16(», S^O , Jl«rt,,«,^u#fli#Wt 
^^9fl(^for, in»f>^sipg|it cuibf;|»4v»Qp«4(}f,'W«)ft 
,i|ji|di«Ds ^^,..I|truBf, .t^q _bI|owi), ' TJji^ ■ jttis-Jili- 
j,uripij8,f a^.-wp)). .M, uftjfi^t, tpw^r^^ttx^p^filplei !Cf 
!l^(}i^jan^jOf f^resjt^Piitein,^ vfmld' be.-ptiBi^ew 

jp^^jl ojf i\\e. s^l^pfjt, wsith pfpkipg ajfr*^;bri^.,iw4 
detachei^^qbsep^ti^p^jUppit.it. . , ^,.. ,) i ,.i. ' 
' I ^ay^aljr^dy.^adveripti, to.jth^ ireaficictiii)!^ 4Hl 
past^lD^i^, shipping :.,tt)«ir pfe^j; l^^,,b<feqi;4»- 
plorable... AHhougb,,1,he ship* of- «,Tei;y.')BQUt|t 
Britisb, .cplo^y in qv^ry.paft of .Jtb^ (^BFl^IAt<& 
roistered as BritiBh, the ^bips of Jn^lji .^^^^ffr, 
ni'ec^^this privilege;. while, at (he saqic^-iioaiQ,,^^ 
1*1811 shipping is allowed to engross j])iieb<pf.jtlmt 
Asiatic coastiug trade which was. foroa^rljr^ apd 
Qxcjusivelf theirs. They are, therefore, rotting, 
in, their harbours.; their owner* hacQ.bQ^.Aubr 
jected to immense loss^; and tbe qiafiy Umhi^ 
sands of persons who were employed in bttilding 
rei^iring, and navigating them, havebeeo rednwd 
to w^t. 
The maoufectures of India have abo been suf^ 
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feHiftg uiidcff the most crael dlsC0QrageDlent^. 
While they are either entirely prohibited io this 
coontry, or loaded with ddties which are in fact 
profaibitotT', oar manufactures are admitted into 
Ibdift at a doty of 2| per cent ad valorem ; and, 
from the soperiority of our machinery, at a rate 
whidli enables n» to undersell theirs. We are 
gradually superseding the use of their fhbrics on 
tiie contii^etit of Asia, in the islands of Uie 
BastJam Archipelago, in the whole of Amerida; 
North and South, in Europe, and ih Africa. 
The distresB thus produced among the weavers io 
maay parts of India has been very great, (we 
grtetef, if we examine the statements on the 
subject, than any thing which can be allied in 
the cttse of the West Indians, and iex more 
^ftitled, also, to consideration. In their case, it 
had been the effect of our own adverse measures ; 
while, in that of the West Indians, we have been 
put^niilg a system of favour and indulgence op- 
pressive to ourselves, though, I admit, of no 
adequate benefit to them. 

It would have been some compensation for these 
evfls^ of- which We are biirselves the authot's, had 
we'freely admitted the raw produce of India to 
our markets; but we load a part of that raw 
produce with a heavy impost in favour of the 
produce of the Wfest-Indian colonies. And this 
impost, while it is most injurious to India, brings 
a heavy burden on ourselves. 
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The absolute necessity, to the saocwsful pro- 
secution of our ttade witiv India, ol bnog alb)«> 
ed to bring hoi»0 sugar as dead w«)^ ia now 
well ubderstood. Withoot it, each ship of SM 
tons bufdeo must cairy 200 tons of ballast* in 
order to bring boine the tlghta'^eods, — the cottofh' 
andindtgo, and silk, and piece^oods, of - ladia'; 
tbe freight ^f all these, .tfaerelore, niust'be m* 
creisdd in tSie proportvm of'dto3, a^aadrao^ 
ttigeirbidii if ooatmued, vouM issue- ia drUili^ 
tbMtra^irotn-Eb^aad to tlie aDntiflddt ' 
■ i^ilC'be said," that tiie Ea^t-Iddian luhraUaatt 
itidy'balUutt his ^«hip^ -with' Bugar, aad afttitvMda 
sefld 'that'ea^rtia' tb« ooblioeiit ; it ft) mfaaiMt 
ibM be wbuld<,d6 this «1^ at a gt-eal^ 'disa4i<an^ 
n^i Sh\ H^|«r> loaded 'with ^double char9e8>ctf 
f)r<^jgH JiDsunaKa, :ousiom-hoa«b expc^sea^^te;. 
&ct' obuhi b'ot poEsihlji euta- iota Qoukpcftittoof «q 
tlte o6atiaieiit«ritb si^r>imfH)(t8d tMtbe*>diMc% 
frdnt; India. He would prohablgr piiefer eatrjru^ 
atoilce bis light goods where bc-uuistullkmtei;! 
carry his sugar; and the eonsequenvee 'woi^ 
tfrei»fai^ {wobahly be, tbst the enporiuai of.Bast 
IndiaD'coHEHBeroc would be tcaDsferied from Lcmt . 
dda to .Antweriv or some olher CQatiDeatal y/tfrt, 

Th& injury dose tQ our aQgar refiners - by > this 
protectipg; duty caanQt be belter shawu^ diao 
by referring the reader to tjb« Appendix, narked B. 

To-our masufacturersy hawever, tbe injury i^ 
still more serioua. It may be ccwsidered as a 
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point established beyond question, that the ofily 
liiiiit at present to the gvowing: 4cW99d of Iti4i(t 
for our nnoufaotures is the power of qbtaiolug 
adequate returns. It is scarcely possible to caU 
<;alate die effect which ipay be prudm^d on tb^ 
Ipoms and work-shops of this couoiry: by an im- 
pulse^. howeret small, being given to the-/d^mand> 
f«r tfa«jriabric8 by a population' af one hun4<<t4 
miUioDs of our own sut^ects. And for what i» 
it that we are called upon to saorificethis brillianti 
prospect, this certainty of a ooDtinus^ |;r6winj< 
d«inaDd for the prodaoiioas of odr . aa^i^AaL 
iQdKstry P We are called uppa^o s4<t»fl*»iit;feft 
th«^9Sk^ of a uiftrket limited U* ntuch. le$sf.thfM»^ 
btipdredtfapa^pfow,£ast4iidia«p<ppul4ti9B,i#4i 
the- TThole amount of ifibosoicaBMniiltiqn dpes: 
not nearly equal the aoionot foreed .ovt qf .(^0 
pockets <^ thepeople to mAintainotir' Wcatriodion: 
mlfblishmeots, a^d;to enable the plaolecsta g0 
mi extracting frotui tbeir miserable sbvea^ by the 
power of the «art<wbip, the M^ar Khifih;weiiar» 
afterwards to buy at BO costly. a TAte., 

The folly «€ such a sy^em. as this iri^bl itself 
insure its condeainatioa; bat, wbtn. viewed in 
all its bearings, and: especially: as it afisctA the 
commercial and manufactudog mterests of Gre^ 
Britein« the comfort of Ihe.EsBt-Jndidn pfraiHint; 
and, still more, ihdA <rf the Westrbid^n- boodsr 
min^ Ustsods nwrked with the strongefAfeatttfeis 

B 2 
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of impolicy and injustice, and calls loudly upon 
tbe BrUish Parliatii«Dt for its revisioD. 

We affect to encourage the growing demand 
for our maDtt^ctares tmoug the population of 
British India, by lifnitiog the impoBt, ontbeitiad* 
mission into that quarter nf our dediidioDfi, to an 
ad-valore» doty of 3i per cent But is the ma- 
□u&cturerof Manchester or Glasgow aware how 
effectually this apparent enoourageinent is coun- 
teracted by the protecting' duty of 10s. a. cwt. on 
BaM-Indian aagar? We shall snppose him to 
dbtain. at Calcutta 1000 cwt. of sugar for 1000 
piecesof cbintK or nuslio, tbeTalue of «ach owti 
of sugar and of each piece of bis goods being 
tiieK 307. Wb^B he brings the sugar to England) 
bDwever, he lias lOs. a cwt. to pay upon it,' bc^ 
fore he - can ' have leave for its being admitted to 
home consumption on tbe same terms with West- 
Indian sugar. Is not this, in point of fact, tbe 
same thing as imposing a tax of 10s. a piece on 
his chintz or his muslin ? He cmi obtain no mora 
for his sugar, though be pays an additional 10s. 
upon it, than the West Indian obtains for bisi 
To guard himself, therefore, against this beary 
loss, be tnuet'demand for his 1000 piecesof goods 
ISOO cwt of sugar, instead of 1000 ; tbe addi-> 
tional 500. being in truth neither more nor less 
than: an import-duty of 10*. on each piece of bis 
goods, which of course must operate greatly in 
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lessening the detnaod for them in India, and the 
production of them ie Great Britaio^ If a direct 
tax of S2i per cent, were laid on the- importation 
of our coUon.fabrics ioto British India, we should 
doubtless have the table of the House of'Oom- 
mona loaded. with petitions oo the subject. A 
tasi soi extravagant and oppressive would' excite 
nniveraal and vehement coraj^aint atid remoo- 
stnuiee: it could not be maintained, but must^of 
oecessity be abandoned. But wherein does the 
present sysb^m, with respect to EaM-Indiah 
sugar, difer, aa to its injurious 'eO^(ft on liKe 
dMDufactt^ing interests of 'Great BHtdin, fron 
the direct tax we have supposed ? They are-, ia 
fhct, identically th« same, nor would therebe'a 
stifle retnOBstranoi, however strong and pointed, 
nor a aingle prayer, however earnest and impor- 
tunate,- applicable to the case of tfaedirect, which 
W'Qot equally applicable to the case-of tbeibdi- 
rect tax. Di^uise the process as we may, the efiect, 
io'diminisbiDg our exports, is the same in both ia- 
Btances ; and the result of removing the fmitect>- 
iag^ duty (in the case we have supposed) would 
be to add 50 per cent, to the capacity of Indian 
sugar growers to buy our manufactures, and to in- 
crease in the same ratio our export of them. Are 
our statesmen, then, sufficiently aware of the deep 
injury they are inflicting on the nation at lai^ 
(including the t^cultnral interests) by the pre- 
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scnt^iolicy? Or, are the people of this country 
aware of the deep injury ^^^y ^^ suelaiuing from 
it? If they were. I am persuaded that that 
policy ^ivould speedily be abandoued. 

Aud here I must advert, for a moment, to an 
ailment, in defence of the protecting duty, 
which I have heard urged more than once, bat 
^hich, whether it be used by a statesman or by 
a merchant, is a proof either of his ignorance of 
the whole subject, or of his intention to mislead 
the public. " What an unreasonable clamour," 
it is said, " is made about this protecting doty 
on East-Indian sugar! Why, it is only a penny 
a pound! What need the people of England 
care whether they pay 8d. or 9d. for a pound of 
sugar?" I reply, in the first place, that this 
penny a ponnd, of which some personis affect to 
speak so lightly, makes a million and a half ster- 
ling on the whole consumption of Gt-eat Britain. 
In the next place, it is equal to a profit of from 
fiO to 100 per cent, on the cost of the article. 
The half of this penny a pound would consti- 
tute a profit which the East-India merchant 
Would think most ample, or a loss which must 
be ruinous to him. A penny a pound ! It is 
Welt for those to speak with' levity of such an 
ioci^ase who are familiar with the profusion with 
which' the nation tt^ been in the habit of lavish- 
^g upon the West Indies its annuat millionsi 
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Bat 1 am persuaded .that the da; is past, when 
such a tone cau any longer serve the pur))Oses 
of those who use it. 

Only one word more, and it is an observation 
foi- Trhich I am indebted to the very able papipblet 
on this subject which has just made its appear- 
ance. The West lodians, in pleading iJiaX the 
eacouragement which was originally given to the 
growth of sugar in the West Indies constituted a 
compact of the most binding kind, seem to have 
entirely forgotten, that this enqouragement'was 
given expressly for the purpose of our beinig 'sup- 
plied with sugar cheaper than we could pro<ciire 
it elsevrhere, and not that we mjgUt pay ^higher 
price for it than any of oar neigbljours. ' ' 
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APPENDIX. 



Extract from a Report of the House of Atsemhly of 
Jamaica, dated S3d November, 1804, and laid on tke 
TcAh of the Home of Commona, 25M Fehruary, 1605. 

" Althovoh an abolition be hd effectual, it is not the sole; 
meant by which the West-ladia islands may be niioed: the 
same object may be obtained as ooDi)>letely, although with 
somenbat leas rapidity by encouragiDg; the cultivation of 
sugar in the East Indies, where tjie fertility of the soil, the 
facility of irrigation, the ease with which commoditieB are 
transported by means. of an extensive inland navigation, tbe 
abuuilauce of provisions, the cheapness of labour, and the 
structure of society give advantages which nature has denied to 
these islands, and where the cultivator is exempt from the 
restrictions which bear heaviest on our agriculture, and will 
operate as a positive and immense bounty to our rivals." 

The report then contrasts at considerable length " the com- 
parative situation of the two countries in respect of their 
labourers, and the capital employed in tbe operation of con- 
verting the cane-juice into sugar ;" and infers, from tbe con- 
tnut^ that tbe arrangement made on tbe subject of tbe duties 
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OD sugar, in 1803, was unjust to the West Indiet. " Far ftom 
ackDowledging," th^ uy, " the justice of tbis ratio or admitting 
its policy, we are of opinion, and hope to satisfy the House 
that bad the discrimination proposed by the West-Indian 
planters, in tbeir a|^UcatioD to His Msyerty's ministers of 25 
per cent been acceded to, it never could justly have been 
raided as invidioiu. Doable that advance would in ftct 
have been an inadequate protection in the home-market, and 
insufficient to compeniate to us the reiirictumt and expenses 
imposed on us (or the benefit of the notiker-cotmtry.' And 
again—" Extending it to 50 per cent, will be found a veiy 
inadequate oompensatioo for the restrictions and expense* 
attending on the West-India colooiest from nhicfa Uie eastern 
MtllemeBts are free." 

Then fcrfkiws a long tran of leasaning, to show the impolicy 
of enooaragiqg the impoRation of sugar from Imdia-; One brief 
ipTCMwn of MJnoh rmay sofioe M "Avw, how rery •rrooeons 
tbe anticipaliwis of ^e Jamaica frianlcrs #ere upon the Mb- 

*' TlKi««rabeno4Nibt(faKttbe nine of tb« freight of this 
Migar, wUI drain ftoni Great Britnki to hec Eastern praviaces, 
on the most mod^ate eoKpntation, three mSioas sterling 
amiuBlly. Tiie most hardy advocates £u- the new syatem can- 
■«t<deny tiiat vrory abiUing of Ibis, ttost be MM lit -bdHAn ; 
forthey must aekaowledge, thnf the tacportatim -Af- British 
-Baaat^tarts wUladmit of veiy ttfffng meitase, and tharftom 
plquioHlvMl moral cawsei her mauufoctnrcs win never find a 
market wrong the Hindoos.' It is impossible that the kingdom 
could support this drun of silver." 
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Extract from the Substanoe of a Speech deUaered by Joteph 
Marryat, Etq. tn tie Hmtae of Commons, May 15f A, 1809, 
Upd'n the aecond reading of ike Sfartifaque Trctde BiB. 

When -this bill waa read for the first lime, I cootd Dot help 
espresstog toy sui^rise that a meusure uaBupported by a single 
precedent, and as the languageof the bill itself admits, contrary 
to all the laws, customs, and usages, established in similar 
cases by the wisdom of our ancestors, should be recommended 
to parliament on tte ground of an alleged expediency, without 
any attempt whatever to prove that expediency being mitde, 
■nd without any of the partiei whose interests are involved iD 
this projected ioaovation, Iwvii^ been previously ooosirited. 
I dM stated shortly my reasons for tfaiolHag that this measure, 
which 1 was aware bad be«v suggested to His Majesty's mi- 
nisters by the Committee.of West-India planters and meMhauts, 
could be productive «f oo possible adMutage to them, while it 
would be hi^y iiyuriDus to the sugar-nfiaers, and uiuust to 
the inhabitants of Hutmique. 

If the first of these ppqKMitiOBs oidy conid be maintaiaed, k 
ivonid not be a suSdent ground for tweeting &is bill : - for i 
know of no otijecli^ to complyit^ even with tbe prejudices of 
any body of bkii, ^ovided those prejudices are ioBQcent pr^u- 
dioes; butif it can be shown, ibat complying witii those j»re> 
judices would be injurious to Ae intereste of others, and ai 
violation of good ftitfa on tbe part of tbe Bntisb natioD, then 
1 am persuaded that this bill will no longer receive that official 
•o^>ort from His Majesty's ministers, under the sanction of 
which it has been presented to this house. 
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With respect to Ihe interesls of the West-lwdian planlen, I 
contend, that, asin consequence of the capture of the island of 
MBrtiniqiie. the mgun of tbat colony roust find their way to 
Europe, all the miwhief that can ba done to the Rritiah 
pbmtaw.l^' that coaq«e»t has been dooe; that it ip now .p*r. 
foEtl^iniDateml to thep, whether theie sugaw arebrowght i> 
neutnjl vets^s to the fomgn ports of tfae Continefit, or ^ B^ii 
tub veaielt to the ports of Great Britain j and in thelatler 
(nna,itfa«t it i^ equally imtaat^rial whether tbey aie brought 
h«fe.j[or,«KROTt4tipaoi faone-consumptimi. 

When I say that all tbe n»fcl»ief that can be done to tf)e 
BriUtb.plaat«ia bw been dowi il "nean to c»st no refloctioii on 
%,pol*ty^wlwt diffc^tefJ tMcart"« **f Martiniqiie ;Jot^ if Uie 
igi^fj^egt c»f,lbpt,<;i^j.wpr« desiijible, ■ eittor a^ .fix^fpdi^.thp 
cf njing IijhJ* i ^' opeWD«.a ">«* market for the wnnfaoturers 
(jf pr^t Britain.; tfi 4^iinitg.llK efimy of. a oruUing sttfiou, 
Pl^ppl^ipT^. ferou^e I? ttt? anfwywice of »ur wiftmesM.by.)^ 
ppvateere, and of. the ^e»t liartwur in the West lodies^f «bi*h 
l||ad loiij[.semd «• «d wylum Ito b>s%tuf squadtons ( as giviog 
i^,j^F|swi^p of aa infDMtimt cttlquy, on which Bqn»p«rte 
Dpi^bly peU mqre than eononon ftlw. ekhv to bo retained at 
a peace^ or restored for some valuable equiwlout: B»plwiag 
within our power the patritnonial estate of :MadaiM Bonaparte, 
with many of her relatives, and perhaps in oonsequepoeiafiili* 
tatipg some ai^ngement that may, put au end to tbe ctptnily 
of Qpr countrymen so long detained in France; if, I say, from 
any of these consideration^ w others which nay have suggested 
themselves to tbe minds of His M^esty's mimsters. they were 
induced to undertake this enterprise, I must admit that an 
object of such great national advantage ought not to be aban- 
doned from a regard to the interests of any particular class of 
individuals. But I must also contend, that where the interests 
of any class of men are injured by measures adopted for the 
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genend good, tbat class of men has r strong, miy, m unanswer- 
able claim upon the l^slature for nDwf. Whether the cap-' 
tnre of Hartiniqne, by bringiog a new influx of lugars into the 
European mariiet, will again plunge the British Wesl-Iwtnn 
planters into' that distreu fram which they are just etnec^ing;- 
iiptaSa upon political events which it ia itnpoMible to ferWee.- 
But, should itprMlncethatefiect,I'pntinnrr claim to the -jus-' 
tice and liberality of the legislature, and I will not weaken that' 
claim by accepting as a boon what is in fact no boon ; I will 
not sacrifice aabstantial for imaginary advantages, nor lose Ifac 
substance by grasping at the shadow. 

As in the part which I am afoent to take on this occarion,' t- 
faave the misfttrttHie to differ in opmion wttb many of the gen- 
tlemen with whom I generally act, I think ft right to gaard 
against any mbconstrnetions that lAay be put' on tay condddt.- 
No man, who is acquainted with my sftriiftion itf Hft, can for a 
moment suspect me of barbotiriog Aiy fsethigs inimical to the' 
iatitreBte of the British Wfest-Ihdian 'planters. ' On the con- 
trary, my latererits are bound np in theirs ; for the greatest part 
of «y property b investMl in seeatilles in the Britistt Wtst- 
ladiatt ootonies. It is true that 1 hrre also conneuons both at' 
Hntifllque and at 6nadah>npe ; but, in point of extent, they 
bear no proportion to rayotber concerns. As far, therefore, as 
interest may be supposed to cerate on the human mind; the 
British iplaatera hu<re an unqoertionahle pledge of my siAoeri^' 
in' tkfeir caute.' It bq)peas fortunately for rhy coiisistency, too,' 
ttMt, so tongago as the year 1792, I pnMished the very ^6 
dochines that 1 am abont to maintain ; in proof of which,7 beg 
leave to read the following passage from a pamphlet respecting 
the aagar-trade, written at that period. 

" It is granted tbat when charters were first g^ven to encou- 
" rage the settlement of the Mtish islands, and owing to tbe 
" infiincy of tbeir establishment, it was au expedient and ne- 
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wcniet* tbtm 

" ply of the &itiBb nukct. bj uqMMJi^; such iatin on fcr^pfB 
" «^kn M shonld uifoiint to a ptobiUiMi. B*t ftow tfaat 
" tb«r prodnce U mon tlmn mitqwi/te to tbe ewmiBiptimi of 
" tbe tnotber-coaatrjr » tint aiw-tbird part of it nact be 
" ».«iported, and the price it will fetck in foroga aiaAfUi 
" nnit Rcceasarilj r^idate tbe price ^ wlal is loU faeiet' it' 
" is evident that tfan icstrictioii can no tangev be of ose to. 
" them; that ocA Great Brittaa aldne, bwt Emope is the 
" itaarket&r sngatft the Bt^b planter has io look i^t»t aad 
" that the demand from ahnad ■•«• iasreaae in pwyortif to 
'1 tbe lacrcased qaantity ; that^ diterted from their tnart:^. 
" ifinds'ittwaytBieBn, so a* la keep tbe utti*ctMd- price U -ons 



. The charge of iaooasistaiK^, .thaiffiiar, casHt jwtly . be 

hnMi|4it«g9Jwt«e::batihawiMMie irf'a^ mtagt^Ia J ia a ftjandic 
mM matt tlMfaiM^«es-froiKtki> iM|i«IMtiM ] an at a loH>,t» 
im^oe t - for the ^rent msfs af eridwcc^vcii-by (heae veij' 
geatleoiei^ befdre-lfce*ariana committee* of ttiiaboaf^ irfaid) 
kave been appolaled to rqmrt iipMr West'Iadia aubjocta 
wiUiBi these few years past, gDCa to cafeiUiiA thn pcapaaiilM' 
foetthiclkl ctrntend, ' and whicti the; mm lacaM ta. oppaaef 
MBtdy, that it it the qiMBlit; o< Mgar broagbt to. Europe 
that gonn»>lJK prkn of, tbe comntodity ioj&reat Bciiaift. i» 
the entfaoM gives before the coaunflrci*! ooniaittoe. inlSfl?^ 
thiatrallkis laid'dowD a> ait.wiieai; and-^he distrtat. «f the 
Ariliih'plsoters. is jwMy attriba^ed to the quantity *f iii^tf 
lir«aghtto.Ea»pe^m tbe caeo^'s caiewea in ■eottsl.ayps. 
Noir«c are to be told, Aatit.is oot the briMfilw aii«pn to 
Enrope, but the brii^^g tii«m intn the^wwa^piwupaptiamof 
Great BntaMf; tint i» n^cioiia to< the-. inleiBStsof the British 
fdaatar. 

1 itaM Dotjead tin waiewoc-gmn by aay ef.tbe gentfaigeB 
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nliAiA I-Me io ihcirptoce*, b^cwMe I *miHiw«Uwa.V> Fit ra 
friends to the bluih ; and, thereforfi.lAtavU fiW^Oc MJlFf^.to 
the testwMy of & senMctinvfl, i»i.» i»«pifr« fffthi* bwHe, 
but wijo.rtMKls hig}i in ttip tat^nu)lwp ojf^ll tbpM -T^bo kpqw 
bin, both for taknti twdfor )u«:^ptiti4itto9 i>i tbose taleat»i a 
g«[Ml«nuip wtra thinks justlj apd think*. deeplj. . ^ meaoMT., 
Bosanqflet 0« being "aktMJ, to wji^l w»es do yo* iwineir 
pally imput« tb? inadeqvacy of rf^vros ninco ^80U i(«^«» 
the following answer:—" I attribute it to 8o,«iw»a of N»>p»r- 
" tidioB. be>owl tbe. bom».«aniunptivfl,'«bi«)i baa ' nii4«r*<l 
" the 9al« of tbe powers prgdiN«:d<)pend>eirt'ttii' «|)P(tali»««' 
" not only fyt the eomuiaptiptt iif tbe qnaiiil^, . b«t, bIuk 
" foE tbb pfijHb; ntbwltl iXHH«iiH t» bc fiMowd «ii, «at«bda>d{ 
" ioadequatc to bia expcamf. I mewi the jC«ik«lnp«M ost 
*' tbiB w f tinm tft wbi^ -wuket ma, 'ber asd b mqi^itd iMb 
'^ Migar^' ai a mbna^ei *ate. ihaDJICa* betarom^iywiVritiibi 
■*'planter> and,. accoI4Mg^t» tbe ■sutm, ilMvtint jwite.of.A 
" a«iBno<Uty will finlunly 4e|)«»fl ww tbe pnM rtlwbitfa Jthc. 
'f Mtplpi <!*>> l>« >old, it u o4i<»o»s tbRtltbe markxtrpaiMiMt 
" bqwe haf, e«« lince tbe ii»po<Uti«ii aH4erj«lly exoMiUdi 
" the bame-eMUNSptu^ bew'8QTanH»l.- by; th«|»nMiioai,ika 
" coniiaeat." Tbeac opnivm, ttr. Mifiitifraw hebg^emdiv-. 
verted, are «o^aaed ? by tbe qoscDixeBt t ei timoay of amrj. 
gcntlenan <i«awecte4 with tbe West ladies, wbo. wai-.thcn 
examined to the lame foiaA. 

The houK may natanlliy wonder baw it biqg)MHtbatgaiU>r> 
naeg should Utiok bo diflteentlT'oa tbe saaK subject, at iMe> 
sent pe«iod».{ I caa oal^ obserre, that tfa» SBntiMoUctbeji 
formetly deKvffed were not ^veawitfaa new to any {Mrtiani- 
ter cimuwitance likely to. afieet tbe b)ne«:onatmptin% aad 
may, ^iwArev be contidemd as Ibesenuioe ua blasted.. tfi^ 
timents of their minds, Tbe sentiments they will now-diKw 
aM finoed. with a view to a paitwalM eirtumataaoa, Uttfy to 
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affect the hoae-eooHMptioa, and tatj, perbap*, hare received ' 
a bias finin that circaBittaiice. 

Perhaps there are finr eUase* of men altogetliM free from 
certain prejudice*, oo pmnti coanected with their own in- 
teresta. We are aU apt to receive opiniom into oar mindi, 
without due namioation ; to take them ai it were upon Imrt, 
particalarly when they come to ua with a >oit of beteditary 
sanction, and thus it Ji that prejudices sometimes acquire the 
force of priaciples. 

Men are h> sensibly atiTc to their own interesta, that if a 
measure is proposed which the; knew can do them n« good, 
and fanc^ that it may, by any potsilnHty Iwwever rcoMte, do 
tbca harm, they will scarcely allow tbcmtelve* la give it a 
ftir and impartial discassion. An impression of Uiis sort wa* 
lately very liberally got th^ better of by the landed interest, 
who consented to the substitution of sugar for gnin In th« 
distilleries ; though some few geotlamen contended, to tbe 
last, for tbe principle thftt the Bgncnllure of tbe coootty 
ought never to be interfered with under any posstUe circum- 
■tances, This principle, bowever, as it was termed, could' 
not be maintained ; for the real principle of 'all tbe cont-Uwa 
is founded npon an interference with tbe agriculture of tbe' 
country, and unctions the impoitatitm of foreign com, wbeh- 
ever the price of British corn exceeds certain limits. It was, 
therefore, in strict conformity to that principle, that we re- 
sorted to substitution, when tbe means of importation were no 
longer in our power; and, I trust, sir, that in future, when- 
ever our own growth of com is insufficient foronr consnmf^ 
tion, we sbali give our fellow -subjects the preference ovei: 
foreigners; and if the situation of the West-Indian planter- 
requires it, that instead of importing we shall ctmtinue .to- 
substitute. 
The West-Indian plmiters are now, in their turn, contending 
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Iht dilfei^liee of duty only. Vritbinmy rueoioty, I have known 
but one exception to this gederafl rlile ; and thftt is' ODe of 
those exceptions which do dot weafaen, Ijat cotifinA it. After 
the Hct was passed last year, substituting the use of sugar for 
that of corn in the distilleries, Brilbh plantation-sugar became 
lOf, percwl, dearer than foreign sugar, esclusive of the duty, 
for it was then thought, that the distilleries and the home- 
consumption would consume all the British plantation-sugar, 
and leave the planters independent of the fbreign market. But 
this expectation has since proved &tlacious ; more than 40,000 
hogsheads still remain in tjie West-India-docks, now that th« 
new crop is on the eve of arrival; and the disclosure of this 
fk£t, together with the capture of Martinique, has occasioned 
a fall in the price of British plantation-sugar of from 12*. to 
14*.per cwt. The value of foreign suga'rS, on the contrary, 
has remained nearly stationary, and the prices of both are 
again restored to their usual ei^uilihriilm, now that the depen- 
dance of the British planter upon exportation is clearly ascer- 
tained. If the arguments I have before adduced fait in con- 
vincing those who hear me, this fiict establishes the truth of 
the proposition for which 1 contend, beyond all possibility of 
contradiction, 

I admit, sir, that if His Msyesty's ministers, at tiie com- 
mencement of the present war, had adopted the' plan of ex- 
cluding the produce of all conquered colonies from British 
coosumptton, they would have given a most important advan- 
tage to the British planter, because the home-consumption and 
the distilleries would, in that case, have rendered biui iudepen- 
. dent of the forei^ market. But we have captured French 
settlements, Dutch settlements, Danish settlements, and have 
admitted the whole of the produce to home-consumption, to 
an extent that now puts this independence entirely out of the 
question, as wilt appear by advertii^ to the'ambnnt of oiir 
12 
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export!. In 1807, we expitrted 96,000 Jiogsbeads of tngia ; in 
leoewe exported about fiO.OOO, and bad, also, the benefit of the 
distilleries i notwithstanding whicli, a surplus of 40,000 hogs- 
heads remaiDS on band. As, therefore, it is now impossible to^ 
preveot oar defwodence on the foreign marliel, and the sugars 
of. Martinique must, at all events, come to Europe, the ex- 
cluding them alone from home-consumption will be of no ad- 
vantage whatever to the British planter. 

I farther admit that if a total stop could be put to the ex- 
portation of sugar, an; addition to the quantity imported for 
home^onsumption would affect the price, and pr^udice the 
interests of the British planter ; and this is the only case that 
I can figure to my imagination, in which tbe admission of the 
Martinique sugars in the accustomed mode could be made tbe 
subject of a reasonable objection. But experience hat now so 
clearly demonstrated the inefficacy of the decrees of Bonaparte, 
to prevent our commercial communication with the continent, 
that I consider this as an impossible case ; and surdy the legis- 
lature will not think of providiug against impossible cases, and 
overlooking those which actually exist. 

But however fallacious the idea may be, of the British 
planter deriving any advantage from the exclusion of the Mar- 
tinique sugars from the bome-consumptioa of Great Britain, 
there are other parties, too, whose interests have strong claims 
to the attention of the lef^lature, to whom this measure is 
pregnant with tbe most serious ifOury. I shall mention, in the 
first place, the sugar-refiners of Great Britab. An act was 
lately passed, permitting tbe exportation of refined sugar in a 
crosbed state, so as to imitate the French clayed sugars ; end 
nearly two-thirds of the wbole quantity of refined sugar ex- 
ported during tbe last year has been of that description ; but 
if the clayed sugars of Martinique are imported for exportation 
alone, thev will supply the place of those crushed lumps on 
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(he coDtiiKDt, aad the Brilitb pluitation-iugan, .from whicfa 
the; ire now Made, will necessarily be left a dead weight upoa 
the hotne-market. Now 1 cannot rcadilif comprehend how the 
price of sugar would be more depressed, by bringing tbeie 
clayed sugars into the boroe-market, than by leaving those raw 
sugars upon (he market, wliicU are now manufactured in imi- 
latioa of them, and exported. 

The clayed sugars of Marliai«|ue are peculiarly calculated 
for making a certain description of refined sugar, knowb by 
the' name of Ham1>ro' Iobtcs, wbicb circulate all over the 
coDtinent with tbe greater facility iu the present slate of things, 
from being made in such moulds as are used at Hambro', and 
it being, therefore, impossible to distinguish them from the 
goods. of the foreign rcfinen. If tben we send awaj the Kfar- 
tinique clayed sugars, we send, away this branch of the mauu- 
facture also, ffom the British refiners to the foreign refineta. 

The three principal descriptions of refined sugar now ei- 
ported, are the crushed lumps, tbe Hambro' loaves, and the 
double refined loaves ; the two former being fsur-fifths of tbe 
whole quantity. If we export all tbe Martinique clayed 
Stt^rs, they would supersede tbe demand for the crushed 
luinps, as foreigners will prefer the originals to the copies; 
and they will also supersede tbe demand for the Hambro' 
loaves, as we shall give tbe foreign refiners the exclusive right 
of using the choicest and best materials from which they can 
be manafactured. Thus tbe export trade of the Britbh sugar- 
refiner will be reduced to one-fiflh of its actual amount) by 
the operation of this bill ; and nearly one-tbird of tbe refi- 
neries, at present at work, in- this metropolis, will be tlirown 
out of employment. 

It may be here proper to say a few words on the value and 
importance of the sugar-refinny to this country. The build- 
ings and utensils employed in that qiannbctory occupy a 
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capital Af aboat two miltioos of Doney, adtwre of m 
nmch lar|er capital neceuary for cariTiDg it rai. Tbe aPBual 
uqwudituK of tbe sagar refinen amoants to about one inilUMi> 
and perhaps scarcely any million of money ii expended by any 
act of men in a maoner ao beneficial to tbii coantry, it being 
principally expended in giviog valne to the produce of our 
mines — coali, lead, iron, and copper; and in Aimishng en- 
ploytnent to a great number of artificers, manuiwctiirerB, and 
workmen of various descriptknu. So«e idea may be fiarmed 
<rf the etnployaient furnished to tbe potteries by the le&ien, 
when I utate that 80,000 pots «nd motdds may be <biaid in a 
single Bugar-hoHse in this mbbopolis; and that a very laige 
proportion of the whole quantity in ose is annnaUy conaamed 
by breakage. This Bannftctory poiaesses an advanta^ of 
which few can boaatf ^t both tbe raw m^erial it works up, 
and all the articles used in carrying it on, are tlie growth, pra- 
dace, and mannftotnre, either of Oreat Britain or her colonies, 
ae that the whole amMint of the exports made by the sugar- 
r^ners to foreign markets, is a contribution levied upon f^ 
feigners by Briti^ induMry, and an accession to British wealth. 

Is it possiUe that His Majesty's ministers can contemjdale 
Ibis picture, Kid seriously resolve to destroy this valuablt 
nMnu&cture I Can they deem it oooaiatent wkh sound polity 
W driw Ik* refiners to the extremity of transporting them- 
self ei, their eaipital, and their induatiy to fore^ countries, as 
niiiist be the case, if we deprive them of tiieir accustomed em* 
pktyfnmt bcrtt, ^ giring that encour^ement to tbe foreign 
i^meriea, wbish they ou^ to secure to their own 1 

With respect to the gentlemen connected with tbe British 
West-India colonies, who ui^e His Majesty's anoislcn to this 
rash stq), men too, in othn tespects, of intelMgantand enlarged 
minds, I am really aetonished at their contracted notioBS in this 
particular case. They are, I belie^^ the first set of men who 
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tver deWs**, as s coiitrtvincc for rahin^ \ht value »f • raw 
tiammodhy, th* ruin of tliftse by whom it b mantfAlctaned. 
Can any idea nwre emJneoAs, I mnfA say, more prepotterons, 
be possibly conceived T TIrey remind me of the ibort-sigfated 
poHcy of the man in tbe fable, wbo killed Ibe a;oose tlffit laid 
the golden eggs. 

In Biiotber poht of yhxr, the exporting tbe clayed sugars of 
Martinique to the contiAent, instead of refining them here fof 
exportation, will be a great national loss ; for, by rcfiatng 
tiiose sugars, we add very materially to tfaeir valne. Tbe ba- 
lance of exiihange is now so much against Great Britain, that 
tbe guinea i\ not worth more than 17«. on any ipart of (ke doa- 
tinent ; ^nd government feels this depreciation very heavily in 
tbe purchase of every article of naval sbtres procnivd frstt 
the Baltic, as Well as in tbe bills necessarily drawn for«nbsi£es 
to our foreign allies, and for tbe maintenance of our armies on 
foreign service. 

When tbe alternative is laid before us, either to dinniBb m 
Increase this evil, by diminishing or increasing tbe vallfc of our 
exports, can we hesitate bow to decide 1 

The inhabitants of Martinique are also parties to tbb cauw, 
and have a right to be considered in this discussion. I am 
ftware it may be said, that tbe privilege of having their |tro- 
duce admitted to the home-consumption of KinM Bribfes oioi 
be an object of no consequence to them, if tbe price of sugar 
be just tbe same, whether it be sold for exportation or home- 
Gonsumptiou. But, 1 would ask, are men influenced by pecu- 
niary considerations alone 1 Have they no feelings of any 
other description T Even in the most trifling cases, no man is 
satisfied to be put on a worse footing than his neighbour. If 
he does not feel a distinction made to his disadvautage as an 
iiyury, he considers it as an insult, and resents it still more 
strongly. Can it be expected that the inhabitants of Marti- 
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biqne will conteatedly eDduie, tbat«hile.th»^pfodvu:e of every 
other Weat-India colony conqaered by Great Britain during 
the present wai", is adnitted to bee bome-consumptioD, tbeir 
produce alone should be excluded! Will they not ask what. 
Ifaey bave done, that, like Cain, they sboald be branded with 
a mark of opprobrium, and treated as a stigmatised race! 
But, linibrtouately for the effect that this measure may be ex- 
pected to produce on their minds, it so happened, that when 
the island was captured, that temporary difierence between the 
price of sugar for home-consumption and exportation, to nhiefa 
I have already adverted, did exist, and therefore they will con- 
sider the dbtinction, not as an imaginary but as a real griev- 
ance. Besides, they will be naturally led to conclude, from the 
strennons opposition made by the British planters to the ad- 
mission of their sugars for home-cons umptiau, tliat the object 
js worth contending for ; and therefore this argument cuts 
both ways. 

The claim of the inhabitants of Martinique to the privilege 
of which this biU would deprive them, might safely be rested 
on the ground of established law, custom, and usage, all 
which are uniformly in tbeir favour; for innovations ought not 
to be lightly adopted, and the otnu frobandi, the proof of the 
policy or necessity of such innovations, rests upon thoee by 
wh(»n they are proposed. 
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The following is an extract from the Report of a ComiDillee 
of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, dated 23d November, 
1804; presented to the Hooae of Commons 26th February, 
1806. 

After speaking, at great length, of " tbe dangerous and 
distressful situation to which the West-Indian colonists are re- 
duced," the RepoK thus proceeds: — 

" In showing the impossibility ot continuing the cultivation 
of sugar, under the present duties on that article and on rum, 
we have chosen to appeal lo facts, well known and easily 
Verified in Great Britain, rather than rest our case on the fatal 
consequences produced and pasting before our eye» here. 
Every Sritisk merchant, holding iecuriliee on real eitatei, i$ 
filing billt in Chancery toforecloK, although, when he has ob- 
tained a decree, he hesitates to enforce it, because he must Atm- 
setf become proprietor of the plantation, of which, fromf^si 
experience, he knows the consequences. No one will advanet 
money to relieve those whose debts approach half the value of . 
their property, nor even lend a moderate sum without a judge- 
ment in ejectment, and release of errors, that, at a moments 
notitx, he may take out a writ of possession, and enter on the 
plantation of kis unfortunate debtor. Sherfff^s oj^eers and 
collectors of the internal taxes are every where offering for 
sale the property of individuals who have seen better days, and 
now mttst view their fffeels purchased for half their real value, 
and leu than half the original costs. Far from having the 
reversion expected, the creditor is often not satisfied: all kind 
of credit is at an end. If litigation in the courts of cotm^n 
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law hat diminithtd, it it not from inereated abilUy to perform 
contract*, but from eonfidmce having eeated, and no man 
parting with property but for an immediate payment of the coH' 
tideration. A faithful detail mould have the appearance of a 
frightful caricature. Unlet* ipeedy and tffieaciout meant are 
adopted for giving permanent relief by a radical change of 
meaturet, we mutt tuppote that the Weit-Indian itlandt are 
doomed to perith a* uteleit appendaget of the Britith Empire. 
Can the coloniet perith alone? and will not the ttatetman, 
whate meaturet tkall complete their ruin, precipitate, into the 
tame abytt, the manufactures and conmterce of the parent 
ttate ?"• 

I have before me another Report of the same Assembly, 
dated the 13th November, 1807, and presented to the House 
of Commons on the 13th April, 1806, which is drawn op in a 
similar strain.— Tt states, " the melancholy fact," that the 
gradual depreciation of sugar had, at last, operated, " not 
only to deprive the planter, generally speaking;, of any interest 
whatever on his capital, but to oblige him, if be continue the 
cultivation of the sugar-cane, to do it at a considerable actual 
loss." " This, however, is not all : the planter must maintain 
himself and his lamily, and be ought, at least, to pay the in- 
terest of bis debts." " Instead of being enriched by his la- 
bour," the planter is described as actually " considerably im- 
poverished by it." 

The Report then goes on to enumerate sixty-five Sugar- 
estates that had been thrown up, " the proprietors of which 
are some of them rednced to ruin, and others subjected to 

* And yet tlie same Repnit is filled with the most vehemciKniid 
angry remonstrances against the attonpts then maliug to abolish 
the riave-tmde, as grossly unjust; as a vUAUion of the ntoit laered 
rightt of Wat Indians ; as deitruelhe ^ their ialereitt, he. ITiis is 
something like infatuation. 
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very great loss ;" thirty>two sugar-estates which Iiave been sold 
under decrees from tbe Court of Chancery ; and one hundred 
and fifteen more, " respecting which suits are now depending 
in the Court of Chancery ;" besides many more bilb which 
they knew were " preparing for the sale of sugar-estates." 
" From all these facts," il is added, ■' the House will be able 
\o juigfi to what an alarming extent the di*tre»H» of fbt twgar- 
planfert have tdrettdy reached, and with what accelerated 
r^iditg they are now tncreating ; for the mgar-e»t«te» lately 
thrown up, bronght to sale, and now in the Court of Chancery 
in thia tiland and in England, amount to about one-fourth of 
the whole number in the colony." The Report then proceeds to 
state that, when tbe average-price of ^ugar, cxclusiTe of duty, is 
45«. per cwt. the planter will have an iateieBt of 2J p«T cart, 
on his capital ; wiien it is S2f . 6d. per ewt. 4^ per ceut. ; wben 
it is 60s. per cwt. 1 per cent. ; aai when it is lOs. 3d. per cwt. 
be \rill have 10 per cent, on his cajpital : and the ftamers oF the 
Report give it as tbei r opinion tbat it onght not injuitiee to be 
less than this last sum ; and that to that point measures should 
be taken, by the legislature, to. raise it. This is the summaty 
remedy for West-Indian distress ! ! As compared with tbe pre- 
sent price of sugar, it would inflict ft tax of five aulltoiu aium- 
ally on this country I ! 
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It would) ))eTha|>s, be UDfair to withhold from the planter the 
benefit of a defence which lie prudently forbears to bring for- 
ward for himself, but the full cousideration of which, in the 
body of ihe pamphlet, would too much ioternipt the course 
of the argument. The defence is this : He is for the most 
part so heavily encoinberedwitb debt, that, however beneficial 
a change of system might be to the slaves, and to the perma- 
nent interests of the property. It would probably be ruinous to 
himself. To reduce bis scale of sugar-culture and his crops of 
exportable prodace would preclude the hope of keeping down 
Ihe interest of his incumbrances, and progressively lessening 
tbeir amount. The mortgagee, therefore, would foreclose, or 
sell his eqoity of redemption. He is consequently in the paiu- 
fnl dilemma of being obliged, either to stint his slaves in the 
tbod end other necessaries which be is too poor to purchase 
in sufficient quantities, or to lose his estate by reducing his 
consignments of sugar; and this is the true cause of tl;e evil 
in geiMral ; and what is, in fact, meant by the poverty of the 
planters being a cause of limine to the slaves. But what 
effectual remedy would be iband for tbis by raising the price of 
produce, through the ruin of our East-tndian trade, or any 
other means that could possibly be empli^ed for that purpose I 
It is not the positive, but tfae relative magnitude of a 
planter's income that thus affects his slaves. It is its amount 
in relation to the interest and otbir charges that it must an< 
nually defray. His ability to sustain his slaves depends not 
merely on what be receives, but what he has to pay out of the 
proceeds of his sugar; not on the credit side of his account 
with the consignees, but on its ftvourable balance. It is 1o 
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Aopurpotf, therefore, to Taise tliR proceeds of hia sugar 60 per 
oeat. if bis incumbTances exceed bis improved income in the 
same proportion. Now it is a notorious and undeniable truth, 
that a large part of the whole number of sugar-estates in the 
West Indies are at all times, even when the price of their pro- 
duce in the European markets is high, greatly overburtheoed 
with debt ; and this, not always from the imprudence of the 
proprietors ia point of CKpenditnre during their residence iu 
Europe, but because the estate* have descehded upon them 
■abject to heavy incumbrances, or have, from some of the many 
vicissilndes to which inch property is liable, greatly fallen 
off in their productiveness, or, what is a still more common 
cause of the evil, have been bought at too high a price, or in 
more favourable times, and, as usual, mortgaged to secure to 
the sellers a large proportion of the purcbasermoney. It may 
truly be said that in this latter respect high prices of sugar are 
commonly, in their future consequences, and that at do distant 
period, a severe source uf calamity instead of benefit to the 
■laves ; for they create an appetite for colonial speculations, 
and there are always a great number of proprietors who, from 
necessity, or from their desire to convert into European invest- . 
roents property of which they well know the precarious natuK, 
are ready to avail themselves of such good opportunities of 
gelling to advantage. Estates, therefore, are often sold in such . 
limes, at prices very far exceeding their value in relation to ' 
their oidinary or average returns; and their new owners set out 
under a burthen of debt which they vainly hope the proceeds 
will enable them progressively to discharge. Market-prices 
atum after tail, espenies increase, the debts accumulate with 
rapidity, and when embarrassment and ruin ensue, tbey are 
ascribed to the depreciation of produce instead of the over- 
appreciation of the estate, and the rashnes* of having specu- 
lated deeply on what was chiefly s borrowed capital, Thf 



Doiizccb, Google 



136 

case'Es eiactiy parallel to tlial of very many landholder! in 
this country, who gave large prices for land when our wheat- 
taiarkels and rents were al the highest, and raised great part of 
the purchase-money by mortgage, without any other means for 
its repayment tfaau the returns of the laud itself. The prices 
of sugar, during (he seven years that prceded 1801, had risen 
to a degree as unprecedented as the prices of corn previous to 
1613, and the consequences have heen the same in both cases, 
except that in England the purchase of land upon credit bas 
been of a very limited extent compared to the whole extent of 
landed property; while m the West Indies a very large pro- 
portion of the sugar-estates now iu culture have been the sub- 
jects of such speculations. It has been asserted over and over 
again, by West Indians themselves, that most 'of the estates 
in the old islands have changed hands in the last thirty years ; 
and as to the new settlements in Guiana and Trinidad, it is 
notorious that they have been chiefly formed by adventurers 
whose cupidity high prices had excited. The lands there 
indeed were cheap, but the slaves were chiefly bought, 
and the buildings erected, by means of commercial credit ob- 
tained upon mortgage on high terms. 

With the landholders of England the case is entirely new ; 
but not so with the West-Indian planters. The h^h prices of the 
period referred to gave, indeed, a more than ordinary impulse 
to the adventurous spirit by which sugar-estates are purchased 
or formed; but at all times the tickets in that lottery have 
changed hands with great rapidity, and have always been 
bought at an extravagant price when compared with their in- , 
trinsic value, or average produce. Ruin, consequently, bas 
at an times been the final, and generally the speedy fete of a 
m^ority of the adventurers. If the latter proposition is 
doubted, many testimonies of its truth might be adduced from 
the colonists gnd the assemblies themselves. Some of these 
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will be fouDd in the preceding article of lh« Appendix. I will 
■ only at pretent cite one other as it is given" by Mr. Wilberforee, 
in a letter to Jiii constituenla, published in' 1807, p. 208 ; being 
taken by him from a Parliamentary document, transmitted by the 
Assembly of Jamaica, The number of execul ions in the Marshall's 
office of that island ic twenty years, from 1760 to 1780, waii 
no less than 80,000, and their amount £32,500,000 of Jamaica 
currency, or £22,600,000 sterling; and during that time 
nearly half the estate* in the island had changed bands. 

Now, what I would infer from these colonial statistics is, 
that if the embarraismeuls of the planters produce distress 
or famine among their slaves, it is an evil not to be remedied 
by raising tbe price of sugar ; nor is it an evil of the present 
day alone, but one of perennial existence, and inherent to the 
colonial system. As long as tbe slate of the slaves compels 
them to work for any subsistence, adequate or inadequate, 
tfaat the master chooses to allow, there is no preventing him, 
wb«u a losing ^mester, from taking a last throw at the table, 
in the attempt to save himself from ruin, by finding a last stake 
in what he can possibly save out of the maintenance of bis 
slaves, by reducing them to short allowance.* Unless you 

* In accordance with this view oF tbe subject is the state- 
ment of die Jamaica House of Aasembl]! iti«lf, in its report of the 
83d November, 1804. " We m^ here observe," the assembly says, 
" that it is to this peculiarity (a peculiarity previously described) of 
augar-Kiultivatioli, that much of the augmented production is oning., 
Farjrom bcitig, in all catei, a syaptom of protperiiy, extending planta- 
tumt it not wfrequentfy a paran/im of detpair. ■ Seeing that unless his 
estate can be brought up to a certain scale, no profit can be expected ; 
the planter borrows to the utmost of bis credit, atlaius, at last, the 
quantity looked for, but has the mortification to find ihat a new duty 
end increased price place him in the same distressed situation from 
which he had made a struggle to emerge." And nl( ^is is stated ia 
the midst of vehement remonsttaucea against the abolition of tbe 
slave-trade. 
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can gave him from this daiigerou!i teni|]tation bfiffreweiitmg faiii 
contracting debts beyond the avrrage value of his estate^ it' ii 
to nopurpoMto angmeot his incoiae. Let fab crops. pfotltlce 
£600 a j'ear more than at preaeot, atitl, if he adds '£i:O;O0O ^ 
lo his raortgagts, or sells the estate to a uew adventlirer at 
thai advice of price, the ca«e will remain the sane ai far ai 
it affecttvthe slaves. Nor has a' siiikbg planter always the 
preaent power of safviug those poor depeudakts-. fram want, 
unless by immediately calling on his mortgages^ i». ac6ept 
possession of the estate. His credit in the island i«ay be so 
&r gone that he cannot obtain flour from the merchunts. The 
evie h so familiar, that the General Legislature of the I^e-< 
ward Islands, convened ia .1798, (a time, be it observed, 
of great pTosp<erity, and after years of high prices of sugar 
unexampled before,) thought it necessary, iu common humanity,^ 
to i^« a law to provide a remedy for the evil. They enacted 
that debts ^ont^acted for food oi other nec«Maries for the 
slaves, by tl)e party in possession, sttouhl be paid out of^« 
crops of tfae estate itself, and be a charge upon them. KotUi^ 
Wold^be m^reeqnitabltnjind jtber; but the law, it seems, has 
■ already become obsolete iu Hie islands it was made for^ lund 
has neur been adopted by theassemlily of any other colotfy. 
The master's choice, therefore, is not necessary to the starvk- 
tion of the labourers, while the produce of their labour 
goes into the pockets of _ those mortgagees to whom they 
virtnaUy belong. 

Notiiing but the compulsory effect of low prices of BiigAr, 
which, as I. have already shown, will leatfto the raiunfproT 
visions on ,tbe estate, can remedy that cruel afabse which 
high prices are pr^ostcrotnly supposed entirely to pfevenf, - 



. THE END. 
Jltrcbint, Prinlet, IiigTam-coutl, Fencbntch itceel 
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